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HE following Letters having heen published in the Sunday 
Ueview, in order to expose the falsehoods contained in the Anti* 
Jacobin Review, under th^ pretext of a Criticism upon a Work, et^f 
tilled, '* The Political Account of Trinidad 5*' lut with the real olject 
to renew the libels, and scurrilous defamations contained in the Nuni'* 
lers of the Anti-Jacobin, during three years past'y-^and the matter 
contained in these Lettprs having excited such general and earttest at^ 
tention, that the Public could not be sufficiently supplied with the 
fFeekly Numbers ; and more especially, as some persons of distinction 
have desired to have the whole series of Letters : The Printer, willing 
to afford Public satisfaction, has been induced to pron^Qte the drcula* 
tion of them, as the best means of explaining the extraordinary pro* 
feedings in the Pictonian Prosecution, and of refuting the libels so re^ 
featedly published in the Anti-Jacobin Review. 
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LETTER I. 



To THE EDITOR OF THE AJm-JACOBlN BBriEJt. 

■ 

SIR. 

^S mj friend the AuAor of the •' Peikicsi jUcvkni rfthe tdamt ^ 

iHudadf*^ docf not reside in town, I «h«U take upbn myself tbc task 

of performing 10 much of histbwn bunnciS'as wiM amount to anr aib* 

swer to your businen-Uke coneeirri ivkh' hiv (mblieatipiDr. I am silis^edy 

that in attributing the mercetlary motives of a num ^iutinett to jroQ^ 

upon this occasion, I am neither erroneoas nor unehaiitable ; fat 

you must havt applied yourself mitcfa mora diliguitly to the dahnen 

cf that Island, than the duty whitib you have to pesform^ aa a Htemry 

critic, requires, or than the knowledge of any man, who has not beett 

in that country, can render poietsible ; or you coutd not have become 

80 intimately acquainted with crreumstances aud c&aracteiv, as tor 

have given such false colourings to the one, and suck attempted pal« 

Uations to the crimes of the other : crimes/ at which your heart mtet 

shudder, while you palliate them ; and which your conscience most 

condemn, while avarice induces you to Undertake the ouaeemly work 

of smothering the blood of innocent victims ! 

In order to perform more mcthodicidly the task 1 have undertaken^ 

I shall take up your pretended criticism from the beginnii^« Your 

^ ^ statements are so palpably warped^ that I do not ** feel I have any^ 

extraordinary duty to perform, although I have at once truth to ca^ 

^ ferce, error to correct, and misrepresentation to repel.** ♦ 

9^ You commence vrith pretensibni to impartiality, and attsde the 

^ Author upon that score ; while it is glaringly evident, that you leavtt 

^ unperformed the part of the literary critic,, and bestow all the noental 

powers yott possess in replying to and contradicting, for yon do not 

confute, the personal pasnges ; thereby meriting the very censcrro 

yon would bring down upon* the Author ; and in the vefy attempt ta 
I 

• Anti-Jaeoblii^ReTiew* 

A prove 
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pttYt that he has two objects, *' one osteridible, the other f eal» * * ycKI 
expose your own cloven f09t ; for jrfur oftonsible object is Griticism* 
but your real object is that disgusting and more than **. ordinary 
duty to discharge,'' in which yonchasre been engaged during the 
lasttwo years ; and, as I presume, for no ordinary hire i for, to vio« 
late your owii feelings, and to decehrdthe public, in ordetr to uphold 
the greatest outrages to justice and humanity, are sacrifices requiring 
•* no ordinary" reward ! 

Every species of artifice seems to be at your command. I will 
take c^ to. do jii8ti<je to your' iogeAtiity, by huking it as evident 
as possible. .You make us recollect*, tbaf impartiality is ^^ the great . 
claty^ of an histofiati. ■/ Thje world kno vrs that it is equally the duty 
qi.SL critic: but you^jccuse, the author of partiality, because, he. 
treats of the differeot 4^^^ppsition8 and <^ondu6t of j^q two distinguish- 
ed chacicters whp filled the offices of the ^yernment of the coun- 
try, of which the history is givett;.!^^^ because, in the consideration 
of die condiuz^of'eadi#tx>aYi(^Qn produces a decision on one side, 
ift a case in which, frooi ^.tb^ circumstances being diametrically op- 
pQsitei one man ^nupthav^ two opinions, you de(j]i$re the bistoriao- 
to.be partial. But this is absolute nonsense. Is he partial, because 
ke is not of y(Miir opinion ^?' iiAehadpcca of your opinion, would 
ttot the FuUtuianianSf with equal justice^ have also called him partial* 
' It is not a natural histoiy of the Island into which he has introduced 
opinions of characters ; but you chiise to forget that the title of the 
Work is a '^ Polfticai Account.**^ It is then my duty to make you 
recollect it ; and to ^k yon, what figure you would make as an 
historian, if, in an attempt to write the history of England, during 
the reign of George III. yon w^re to be. so '' impartial* as not to 
mention at all, or only io mention the mere existence of two such 
men as Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox ; or, what is .a case more exactly in 
point, to omit the late affair of the RonaaQ Catholic Bill, and the pc« 
litical strictures which might be made upon the conduct of my. Lord 
Howickand my Lord Castlereagh? 

. You state, that an " investigation had been made by the Privy 
CoMncil, and-the result declared in the acquittal of Colonel Picton^ 
•f all the charges brought against him." It matters not Whether 
the Author was or was not " so fully occupied at home in preparing 
kit workj'' as not to know whether this be true ; since I know that 
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It is sbamefully ftjse ; and for die stdifiu^tioo of the Poblie, htre- 
tiDiD IS subjoiiied a oopj * of iIk oommunicadoa ham the Qofk of 
the Privy Coancil upon tbe sabjcd, whidi was priotied in sevcnl of 
the Duly Fapen in the inondi of June hsc. Upon leadhig this 
proof, that Colood Pidm siiM $Umi» eUrgedwkk U»gmg, fartfarvf-* 
mmd skmimgm gntd natmber §f ptm a t xMrnd irisl, madwik mmt i ftiH ^ 
cjMf suaiciicG ALITS 9lkert fat mncryy dinrn^tm^ mmd tie hl&ck mi^ 
ftc ; and that instead of bemg acquitted, he hat not even been tried^ 
eacqitinv for the tortnre of Louisa Caldebon^ in which he wan 
oonvicfed, and is now at liberty only on ba3 ; it mwt strike evcrf 
feilectin* man with astonishment, that, under sodi dfcnmstuoes^ 
he should hare been '* resliMcd to (raad Mrmied t^a) the prcaeoce 
ef his Sovereign !" Why did you not at once boldly make the ad* 
ditioo " to the fiivour of his Sovereign :" it was as easy, while yoa 
were about it ; and if not so true, dnt would have been but a trifle 
in the scale of crimes, which are yet |o be brought to the balance of 



Butyondov««teiTtoasBeit,thathobR8londto '* ihic go9d ^piama 
of his fidlow snlijccts." How dare you insult die good sense and 
feelings of the Britidi Public, by sndi a lihel upon their justice and 
humanity ? Has he yet been tried by a Britkh Juiy, before the Lord 
Chief Justice, in Westminster Hall, or in the Old Bailey, for die 
caipital chaigcs ? — ^No ; and do you believe a British Ptablic wflt 
decide dat he is innocent, any more than they would decide that he 
is guB^, without a trial? It cannot be, diey know better how to 
decide. Bnt at any rate they will decide, that, as every day their 
fellow-subjects are committed for the trial of crimes, for inferior to 
tbe heinous offences with which he is charged; and for which 
crimes, trifling as some of them are, they, poor wretches, nuy justly 
pleid die calls of hunger from miserable mothers and infents : I 
say,' at ny rate, an impartial Public srtf decide that tberipA shpuU 
subout to trial as well as tbe 



* Mr. Fawkcner had desiied to see Cokmel Fallartoii/ for the parpofeof 
infonning hnn, that the Lords of the Committee have sutanitted to his Majesty 
their opinno. that tt will not be adviseaUe that vif piooeedrags thoald be 
HBtltBtBd^sunctGolonBl Pidon under tbe Statute of riiesfd of Ucoiy V1II» 
c^. xitwitbrelatiootoai^ofthecasesofcnminalcharses which were relcr- 
led to the Committee^ bj his Majestj's onlei ia Council, of the 9th of KoTcm* 
her, 180J, 
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y.^ ttrtot b^eamibfi k a Cfthv^d, io go junpunUhed lar any 
crkvH he miij ^.dlMfffd widi j wfci}e mofehor mao. because be i$ 
'wrptgmi9f ui to In: kcpifQd,: Whtefther he deatrvet it or opt ? Tl^ey ar^ 
•6'£ur li^on afoodng.: «D far thftColbNi^'s priqoiples cf justice ar« 
j^«6ted upiDn I httt the wldcq^neaa <^ suqb piiqici^les is cvi^fsot m 
iim iS&seAt evonta of Iba tWQ caaea. The Colpnel ia not puaiahad 'm 
HM ii be Jtriied: But tha Private vpm Aaoged t>ieoa»aQ be «w ^o^ tmi^p 
. IttjT lfa6 Coloaiel: hsa not beea tried ; tfiu! i doubt ]nptii that. |beni 
tse. pBta6iiagoa> h^ in office* w^o wiH be diagtisted at an at^oapl 
to swiTtJ, vbat 7011 qafi/' <»biHuiiea ao lon^ requited i" but .ivba^ 
ibe JMtBisteni {vAno^tAtatd iha ar^ of Coloi^l Piotoa« aiid bailed 
bim«alj id 40^0001,) kiidv l)o l^e oiptUl cbargci^ awofit to heSort 
ii^ dm Privy -Cdoficil, upon tbe oaths of living ilritneaaea in £ng. 
luid* And I oavat tdl the .Public^ it was not the Adminiatcatioxi 
tftait amatfedanS bailed Cobnd Picton» vrbo i2iDected that bail td 
te anabsaaed; nor waa it the preaent Admieiatration.. No! thoae 
philanthropic Ministers, whoae hearts ivere melting for the EUmuuR 
Cati&oiiiea, wels&tbr mm, iriao, at the time tbe^ 'Were thua making 
|M€eMoaa«f buaoianlift did not punbh Colonel Pictoo, for hangtagi, 
Autmgy and matitgimg''iSimt fellciw^aubjccta. in Trinidad^ ^vrithont 
fUal ;' and for Biu^itino People Alive ! 

TIkk i^ra the etnaoaWith which Colonel Picton la charged* And 
^a% ia fc^ fx>t tried toeoadliig io t^e ordinary forma of hw } Why 14 
\lAX9tik amaiect end bdd to ba^ by «ne set of Miniaters ; diacharged 
Mm bttil ^y another set ; obtruded into th^ pin^aenoe of Majeaty by 
» Akd ; add stHl left to be tiied for «fa(s same chfvges, ^benaver i( 
fb«rlh Adininisisration may be Ifo^nMd } 

la it n6t tnve^ that Mi^ Collins, ina'pHnciple «vidence^ n^iaedji 
ba:fereihe Privy Cotmoil, to ana^er aeveml qtieationiy lest \kt abonld 
dimiiiafe himaelff Indeed, the Ri^t Honourdbla Membtra of 
AatBoai^ a^attdbimto becautoona hot to critininate iMiablf.'^ 
Were such refusals to answer questiona necassaby^ bad there beta 
no guilt ? Waa it not acknowledging crimes in tl\e accused, when 
th^ evidence was. appj-ehendve of being involved in his qriminatlon ? 
Aad if^ie evadenceapprfh^df^d crimi^^tioii, :who ws^ only.f^n. int • 
atrmhentan tbiaboaihess, what nraat be tfoa-atate of tbe aeenaed ? 
B^dea, must be ntit have1)een an un wdling evidence, who was in dan«( 
ger of criinlndting himself?. If the accused be innocent, what haa he , 
l^jppiebcttd from a public trial ? Xf be were innocent j^ would be not 
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demouid a trial» io orikr to be acquitted befofs the wbok world 7— « 
Goveroor Wall^ al the cod ef eightecD yc»rs» tabmitted himidf tm 
the drent of a trial. Governor Pidmi does not chuse to ran such a 
lisk. But if he were ianooent, would he not prosecute the writers 
•f» what would then be, the libels that have appeared in the pablie 
Papers ? What innocent man would bear such disgraceful accusa* 
tions ? Why does he not prosecute bis accusers ? (ie has no doubt 
been well advised \ or his inward monitor has told him, that in jus* 
tification of the libels, those charges may be proved in public Courts 
which he has made so much interest to smodier elsewhere. Ail the 
TiJaUM were admirably displayed in acts of tolerance across the Irish 
Channel, while tolencing, by misplaced lenity to Governor Picton^ 
injustice and inhununtty across the Atlantic- 

Yoo have been instructed to urge that Spanish Law was in fercCf 
and that the Governor was bound to act thereby. It might as well 
have been urged in defence of Governor JVall^ that he acted accord- 
ing to the law of the African Nations^ in punishing the soldier, for 
which he was hanged. You may puzzle your readers with the laws 
of nations, and the prerogative of the Crown to govern ceded coun- 
(ne^ upon many other charges against Colonel Picton ; but Spanish 
I^w cannot screen him in the case of Huca Gallagher, a prhatc 
rf ike R^4d Artilleiy^ who was hanged, vii/ioui a trial j on the 27th 
or 28th of May, 1797 ; and whose alledged guilt was assumed by 
JLami^^ another private of the same regiment, when on his death-* 
bed some dene after. Hugh Gallagher had not a trial, even by Spa<* 
liisb Law ; nor would such a trial have justified the execution of a 
British soldier in garrison, who ought to have been tried by a General 
Court«"MartiaL This case puts the Spanish Law out of the ques^ 
don : and the excuse that there were not oncers enou«:h to form a 
ConrtrMartial, is contradicted upon the oath of several witnesses^ 
who swocc before the Privy Council to the names of more than 
twenty offiocfs, who were in the garrison on the day of Gallagher* § 
dipsath : and even if there had not been enough, his trial might have 
awaited the arrival of officers, to be sent for from other Islands, as is 
nenal, when a General Court-Mardal is required, if officers enough are 
pot present. There was no necessity for haste : he vas not charged xeitk 
fmaim^f^ uor cas Ibc Garrison ikrtattned with mutiny^ as in the ca«e of 
Governor WalL There was thenne cjxmc ion hanging Hugh Gallagher 

without 



-^lihout a trials xoho tpoald^aie -it^iiprMed tdiUs ^noceiii, had he bccit 
iistened 40f when Ae prm/eH n6t ie be hanged Unheard ! 

What then is the comparative ease of- WA'LL-and Picton ? Go* 
ternor 7^// caused the death of a m^n by Ji^ggmg^Governor Picton 
i% charged with having caused the death ©frHuGH Gallaghbh by 
hanging. Was the hanging more justifiable than ibt fogging ? (jrO'> 
pernor Wall was hanged iov flogging a soldier -who died. What 
ought to happen to Governor Pjcton, toho is accused of having 
hanged a soldier w i T ho UT a T R i a L ? 

You next notice the following quotation. — ^« < In the quarter of 
North Napar!may a naked slave was placed on a nest of sting^g 
fnts, until the excruciating agonies ofsucb exquisite torture nearly 
extinguished life." * — Upon this extraordinary case you say, *• W^o 
are unwilling, for the, honour of human nature^ to give credit to this 
statement," 

It appears, that ♦* the honour of human nature^* stands very much 
in the way of Justice through the whole of the affairs of this WU 
> fiited Island. If Picton had been charged with only one crime, it would 
have been believed possible that he had committed that crime. But 
bis good luck, hitherto, has consisted in having given occasion to r 
list of charges for so mantf and such unoo?mnonfy inhuman atds^ that the 
very number and enormity of them have been his best protection, by 
raising a disbelief of xbt posiibilittf that ^ny /tuman being could have 
perpetrated such horrid deeds. You, and his other defenders, have 
taken the advantage of this disbelief, and have played it off to his 
great benefit. But, notwithstanding all this trickery, there arc Mem- 
bers of the Right Honourable Privy Council who know, that, how- 
ever much it would be *< for the honour of human nature*^ 
if there uere no. grounds for such charges; yet, nevertheless^ 
thtse charges Jiave been stporn to by many living witnesses of the horrid 
facts / — And as to the case of the " excruciating agonies" of totture 
by '* stinging ants," I request of you, **for the honour if human 
naiursf* not to disbelieve it any longer; for you can be satisfied 
of the truth, by applying to my Lord Greoville, who is iii possession 
of the whole case, and its proofs ; and the original documents may be 
seen, if required* Nor need it again be asked, ** why was not his 
lULtne held up to public execration ?'^ as his Lordship may afibn} 

« Vide Political AccoAit ofTrinidad. 

you 



Ybd the ttteanS df publicly execfaiing it in your impartial 'M^gt^nt 4 
Those who have had the misfortune to live in Trinidad durin^ 
Colonel Picton's government, must be infuriated at your effrontery^ 
%hen they read what you assert of the *• mild spirit^* by which he 
modified the laws of Spain by those of Great Britain I And I must 
Inform you, that he either had the right to alter the laws in ioto^ or 
not to modify them at all. He could n6t possess more power than 
'"^^as (lelegated'ta him : and no authority could delegate to him the 
right to exercise power^ cbritrary ^o n'atural^ justice and equity. 

The cause in which you have been engaged Ts so bad^' that to up* 
hold it you are driven to the most palpable misrepresentations upon 
the plainest points. Lord Chief Justice De Grey does not say, that 
the Constitution of Great Brifiin must ht first established in the couo* 
try where torture and banishment were used, in order -to put an end 
to dM9se punishments. - He says, '^ If any country, in which torture 
and banishment are the law, come into the possession of Great Bri* 
tain, these punishments fall of course; the Constitution of Great 
Britain puts an end to them." Which is saying, that " those pu- 
fiishments fall of course," because they are coutrart/ ** to the Consti- 
tution of Great Britain," into whose " possession" tht country is 
** come" in which they were used. This is the obvious meaning and 
true spirit of Lord De Grey's opinion in the case ofFairicas v. Mostt/n* 

You are next guilty of a wicked falsehood ; for you assert, that 

Louisa, who was tortured to extort evidence from her,' was accused 

* 

and tortured in punishment for a crime. This I call abominably 
wicked ; for it is condemning, as guil/1/9 one who is not even charged 
with a crime. She was tortured as a ' witness. She never confessed 
any thing against herself; and even if she had, what ought it to 
amount to ? since even you acknowledge it was " ca the picket 
where she made that confessiony to extort which every other means 
. had been found inefFectual." And yet you say this picket was a 
punishment, though it was applied before the confession of the fact, 
to obtain which this extorting instrument was resorted to. Look at 
what you have written, and a§k yourself, how you could so shame- 
fully commit yourself, and the abominable cause which you have 
undertaken.*— You have stated, both, that the picket was applied to 
punish J and to extort confession ; but you have made it appear, that 
tht punithtaent vitLS first, and^be ertorttd oonfession last* 

But 



Bst what sort of *^^geiuf* is Chat whl«h <dti €xt4H a cotifasioll^ 
** for which every other means had been fotind inefFectoal V\\t mttaC 
be a gane of a very toriurmg deacription* Aod yw loUh that tmfure 
ahould be measured by the feelings of this Frenchman^ de Gwr$ilki 
•nd because hisfiiniy hetni is iflieapable of being tortured at the tlgh^ 
of aay thing less than '^ the fatic^'* or breaking on th< ivhec], w«are 
tt) go to kit dictionary to learn what tortiurittg is 1 Are you nofi 
ashamed at Insulting the public with such nonsense ? Had I not 
read it myself, I would not, ♦* for the honoilr of criV/rwwr," have 
MieTed it. But you must explain for this Frenchman a little farther> 
•♦ The word torture meant,'* among othet tortures, ** applyih|f 
iighicd torchcM to the tender parts of the body : these he had <ncver seeii 
nTrirndad**^ ^^P7 man! You may, jndeed, fejoice that yos 
never saw such things f But^ alas ! how few in that Island, besidea 
yourself, can boast ignorance of such horrid cruelties?— Yes, ^* im^ 
partial* Editor — lioated touches have been applied^ not only to 
^e tender parts of the body, but to the "whole of more bodies than one / 
Under •* the milder spirit** of the government of Colonel Picton, a 
Hviitg man, and a body^ from which the head had been severpd, wercf 
Mirrounded by the same fkggots, and the living and the dead were, 
burnt together ! and maiiy were the witnesses who were driven from, 
their houses in the neighbourhood of the execution by the stench qf 
roasting human flesh , and burning bones ! I ¥ot ** the honour qfhu* 
man nature^** you might also discredit ** this statement :'* but as if 
IS not ** for the honour of human nature^* that truth should be discre- 
dited, I inform you that the poor victims names were Pierre Fr am^ 
<:ois, and Boaqui I'^-thtfrst burnt alive, the jfco«rf after decapitation^ 
that both were executed in this manner together, in December^ 
laOl ; and that the facts have been verified before the Privy Councih 

Hitherto the accused may have flattered himself, because the 
putrifying brains, Vind distorted features, o{ the xn^Lnj spi/ced heads ot 
the unhappy victims do not assaH the nostrils, and 'shock the eyes 
of the inhabitants of Great Britain, as they did those of the horror 
struck i)eopIe of Trinidad, that, therefore, the people of Great Bri- 
tain will remain ignorant of such deeds. But the period will ar^ 
rive when they shall be fully known ; and when, it is trusted^ (he 
perpetrator of them will no longer escape what is due to such enor- 
mities : and, then, in what light will you appear to the world, by 
whr>8e assistance the accused has been upheld ? 

?^-^aiia*R£0, If 07. DECIV8. 



LETTER IL 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ANTI^ACOBIN BEVIEIf. 

** Plitcmiam malitia idjutun qms effugUt V* 

sm, 

TH£ a£&trs of Trinidad, and the situation of certun pertons 
boonected with them, becoming daily more interesting, my impa^ 
tience to attend to them, immediately and solely, almost overrules 
the obligation which I have imposed upon myself of continuing ray 
answer to your criticism $ the remainder of which is scarctly worthy 
of attention, after making those strictures which were suggested by the 
passages alluded to in my Letter of Sudday last. But, lest a silent 
contempt of your critical talents, or of their prostitution, should 
b^ Inteipreted in your fiivour, I will proceed in my reply to the 
"flimsy remarks by which you endeavour to conceal your literary 
piracy : for it is .very observable, that the uncommonly long eztractf 
which you have made from th^ *' Political Account cf TrimiadC* 
while they have served you in filling more than tlwrty pages of your 
Magazine, have also, been inserted there, in order to prevent the 
sale of the publication, by giving the public so much of it for no* 
thing,' as would satisfy them of its contents, without purchasing it« 
Thus you expected, l^ preventing its general circulation, to leave 
mn impression on the publiq mind, that the whole book was perso- 
nal ; and that it might be taken as unjustly personal, you have only 
qAoted those passages which you could distort to your purpose.-— 
This is one of those artifices, the ingenuity of which I promised to 
do you the justice of making glaringly evident ; and the better t» 
succeed in fulfilling that promise, I shall notice, as I go on with 
your remarks, those pa9ssges which you have artfully omitted to 
notice in, what may with great truth be called, your ** originmC 
criticism.*' 

You say, that Governor Pictom*s reasons for suspending Judge 
NiHELL from his office, appear to have been satisfiictory t# 
tht Judge himself, because he did not ta^kc the advice given hitn 

B ^f 



hf the writer of the '* Political Account,'* tb appeal to the ViWf 
CouhciJ, after the example, (Juoted in that book^ of the Judge* wha 
"Were suspended from office in Jamaica. - ^ , ■ 

If the reasons for suspending a Judge from his office can be safis-* 
facfotif to himself ai aiifl dcr not see Ifow tbeycan at any rate be ioferi^ed 
to be so satisfactory, because he did not take iht advice contakiedm a 
book, which wa* not piibiished until many years aftel tbe case occur-* 
red : Such advice was^ not in exigence at the time, therefore his being 
satisfied is not thence to be inferred : nor is^he satisfied to this day. 
He" received foo- ttfueh aflhfte from Governor. Pictott, on the occasion, 
cvA to forgefit : and if he ^vCf felt iny safisfaction, when he reflected^ 
upon the feasonsof his bein^^ removed from office, that sat^factiob 
ar6fte frdta a hapjjy consciousness, that the cauie of his re'moval was 
as hohburabk a proof of his integrity, as^ it was a disgraceful proof 
of the Gaveriior*s turpitude. 

After aff, ail you have had so intinaatc art intefcotirse with pcf*' 
scfns, whoj on'bthet i>oints, have given you rtitich information, why 
did you ri&t ihquire of th«m the true cause of JudgJe Nihfcirs siis«^ 
pension frtfrik o^e ? and thch, in the true spirit of impartiality^ 
you might fcave publbhed il. If such an impartial spirit ever bad 
any hl^enie hi your conduct, you would have made* such an in-^ 
quify ;- btft,4 apprehiendy thfe case is-qjftite the reverse of this, ancV 
that ydu are as Well acq\niinfed wJtb tfce fact upon thisoccanon, as yotir 
are with ptfief facts, which you have been rnstrocti^d td cove* with- 
tbb^e **'d8iivetiienr ambiguities and gro^ nfsisstatements,*'* that yoi|- 
so' illiberally and partially attribute to ofhers; and thertfoni it hi 
that, with convenient ambiguity, you *• jTresumc,'* f and presume? 
;igain amd'again"iih order to remove all blame fromrthis Governor. 
Bu£ I mrght as well attempt the Hci"culeatt task of removTng your 
inimodcrrate presumption, a* that, by your presumption, you should 
ever remove the bhme that attadies to this shamtfol transaction. 

titre is (flspkiyed another instance of your ingenuity, and here' 
I am again to MAI my promise of doing justHieto it, by again 
making evidefiftheartifice you have had recourse to, in ** premmi/ig*^ 
where there was no ground for your presumption^ while you have* 
pasted over in silence an event upon which yott might have ** pre" 
turned*^ with lyopricty, had you not hurried over the contents of 

• Aiiti.laoobinR©Yicw>No. CXUr f K)id, No» CXI. p. 15. 
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fliepatge,* aia man wodd burry over the mdiickf cpo^ where his 
unhappy friend had perpetrated a deed which he did n#t wish to 
remember. 

Lest you ^uld have burnt the book, to prevent others from 
knowing as much as yourself, I will repeat the passage to which I 
aIlade.-~ 

** His Bntaiymc Majesty's soldiers were employed, on another oo 
caston, to besiege an old Widow lady and her daughters in their ain 
Jkouscy in Odrder to enforce the sale of it, concerning which there 
was some dbpute; and for three days oir more, the number of 
troops was regpli^rly increased every day in this disgraceful duty, in* 
tercepting the supplies of fire, water and food ; until these ur^o* 
teded tmd friendless femaUi were actually starred out, to give place to 
0ne of the most outrageous and abandoned women, that ever dis- 
graced the house of an English Governor." 

Ask Governor Picton, jf this unfortunate widow's name- was 
Griffiths ! But as he may not remember even the name of the injured 
p^y9 yet such was the great intimacy with the woman who ob* 
fained the house, that Aer name must be too dear to him ever to be 
effaced from a mind possessed of his sensibility. Btft lest her con« 
duc^ since h>s departure, shpuld have rendered her tigme as detestable 
IB his recollection as the name of Griffiths v^ny be harassing to h& 
cxmsciencei jog his memory with the name of Rosette : and if yon 
walch his countenance ypu will need no stronger answer. Should 
be inform you that there were some law proceedings in this case ; ask 
him whether Chief Justice Nlhell, whom yic^Jiertpards suspended from 
office, ilid not refuse to confirm those law proceedings, by which 
this uoprottctcd and friendless widow and her daughters were to be 
made to sell their dwelling-house ^g^nst their inclination, to the 
woman called Rosett^. 

Let Chief Justice Nihell be asked, whether Hi applied for mili^ 
tary force to'put the decree in execution, by starving these unfortu* 
Date ladies during three days ? or whether he did not refuse his sig-^ 
nature to such proceedings ? and let it be enquired of him, how 
Jpng it was aflerthvt$ acting, as directed by 5ir R. Abercrbmby, 
U ac^or^ing ta the dictates of his eons^ence^* that be was suspended 

t Political Account of Tfinidad, p. iZ% x 
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from the o$ce» to wbich that great and good man thought fit .i# 
appoint him. 

If.** in the course of the labour*' in which you have ** acquired 
much information respecting Trinidad," * you had as industriously 
searched after truths as you have after .the means of putting truth 
out of countenance, you would have found the true causeiof Judge 
Kihell's suspension from office, though not among the ^* various 
papers and documents' ' that were put into your possession by the 
party who suspended hirn. But the Judge, instead of appealinjg 
against hi? su^enaion, calculated most sagaciously ^ yet certainly most 
ignobly^ upon being reinstated in his office, without incurring tbo 
. e^pence, and depending upon the risk of an appeal, that could not 
£iil to excite the eternal and destructive hatred of the Governor^ 
/who, he knew, would feel, soon or late, that self-degraded state, 
which would prompt him to poncessions as disgraceful as the act they 
Vrould be made toefFace^ 

The Jndge wa? not unprofitably edi^cated among the Jesuits. His 
<}esign succeeded : ^nd he enjoyed the triumph, if it can bo so galled, 
of receiving the coprteous attentions of the same Governor, who 
had, but a short time beforex bestowed upon him every epithet ofin-» 
suit and reproach that his vulgar vocabulary could furnish ; and 
which he expressed in every language he was master of; lest the 
disgrace should be incomplete, which the Chief Justice was to suffer, 
previous to his being replaced in the post of honour^ on the right 
band of the: Governor at his next public festival ! 

Is it not tp be lamented, that the Judge, who could so merltori- 
oysly sustain this Governor's resentment, rather than sanction an 
unjust deci'ee, had not strength of mind enough to resist, with be-t 
coming indignation, tvery advance towards reconciliation ? But then 
he would not have been reinstated as Chief Justice : and as the 
expence, the trouble, and the uncertain event of an appeal, were 
greater evils than the mental sacrifice, the Judge had his triumph, 
^nd the Governor his degradation. 

At tljis point you may inquire, why did not some part of the fa- 
n^ily pf tjiese oppressed females proceed to England, and apply for 
legal redress? Allow me to ask you, what would their ap- 
plication have availed? Tell me who has yet received redress, 

t Anti-Ja^pyn Review, No. CXI I. p. 165. 
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-among all the iQsUnces of oppression and cnxdtf which have distia* 
Huished the despotism of this modern Caligula? It is now four 
: years uooe he waa recalled ; and yet what justice have the family 
.and the comrades of the an fortunate Gallagher obtained forthatsol- 
dier*8 i/ie^tf/ execution ? it is also as long since this afflicted widow 
permitted her favourite daughter to depart from Trinidad, to seek 
for that Soasted British Justice, which she had a right to expect would 
reinstate her mother in the property that had been so unjustly 
wrested from her. But instead of successfully returning, to be the 
.solace of her parent's declining years, the pursuit of justice has added 
the death of her daughter to tlic unjust privation of her property. 
This afflicted mother might have forgotten the loss of her property, 
in bewailing the death of her child, had not this irreparable Iqss oh<^ 
ginated in that oppression. 

Such aie the accidents and difflculties that occur to those, who 
must also incur the expenccs and dangers of a voyage of many 
thousands of miles, to seek for justice, where, after all, it may never 
be obtained! The exorbitant ex pences„ and the legal^ and I suppose 
necessary, facility* dt^ procrastinating such causes, almost amount to a 
piDhibitioi} of justice, in any affair above the ordinary level : more 
especially if any distinguished personages can be made to feel the 
apprehensions of recrimination from their afRnity with the accused. 

In our Courts of Justice such recriminating intimidations caiuiot 
occur, nor cmi they be merited ; but is it not astonishing, that ca-> 
pital crimes committed beyond the seas should, in our improved ju- 
risprudence, be left under the difficulties of the old statute, the 33d 
#f Henry Vlil j by v»rhich means the politics of the Cabinet may 
too often be allowed to su{)erscde the justice of the Courts ? 
. The difficulties in the prosecution of crimes committed beyond tha 
9eai, too frequently afford the accused the op|)ortunity of escaping 
with impunity; and thus the oppression of the people is encouraged. 

Before I take my leave of you, with the intention of continuing 
my address to you next Sunday, allow me to usk, when you took 
Up your pen to defend the fame of those xc/io lavvd and nert Utoved 
by Governor Picton, why did you suffer the harsh epithets that arc 
applied to this woman, at whose instance these unri^rtunate ladiei, 
were so wronged ? Why, I say, did you sutler the harsh ejrthcts 
to pass under your pen, without bestowing a due proportion (>i its 
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|p^!l upon tbe atithor ? titft yon will prol^bly ftssume iomttl^iit^ 
'ttke dignity, however unmduf^iijf^ and tcU me, that tb« object Of 
these epithets is below reproach ; aiid therefore/that tbe aathor ottgiil 
to have felt himself also ahp^e such Epithets; In sachr^ remark I 
could almost go along with yon : ^nd yet> why shoold }m allow tbHi » 
perspn to remain wholly unnoticed ? for she was rioh, however ua** 
worthiliTihc hecanie so. She had in^uenoe, however shamefully ae« 
quired and pndi^ly exercised. And as there are others who also owe 
iAiir inDuence in the country only to tAeir ill*gotten w»|lth and thtjr 
Macbiavellan intrigue, thi^ p<prs6n is' as worthy of the uorid^s abhors 
fi/ice SLndi/our appvoiatioTiyZs sotnt of those are upon wboni yof| 
Jiftve lavished your baneful praise* Autem^ age qum^jmstm sunt • 






LETTER lU. 



TO THE EDITOR OF TifE 4NTl-J4C0Bm fiflFJEfT, 



Jpfl qui Cynica traducunt tempora Scena, 
Nouuuiiqtiain nummis voidere verba ifoiet* 

SIR, 

' CALCULATING more upon the folly, and the wickednesti 
than upon the sagacity of your support of Colonel Picton, I was 
much disappointed by the sileace you have observed 'in your last 
Monthly Censor.' Sagacity is, stiil, all that your silence can be attri* 
buted to.; for if that nobler state of the mind, called Wisdom, bad dis- 
tinguished you from the wretched Party to which you are attached, 
you would have refrained altogether from upholding the cpndoct 
of a man, who you, as a Magistrate, must know, has violated tbe 
fundamental principles of our glorious Constitution ; and has out- 
raged the Laws df Reason, of Religiof), of Cbiristian Nations, an4 
of natural Justice and Equity *, 

« Vide Mr. Nolan's learned argument in the Heport of the King's Bench 
CaiCi tb.e King v. Pidlou. 

Since 



' iSihot 1 1)egao iny itmarks upon jodt '* (/tiginal criticism^'^ t(s4f 
lUkrtjy whoM cause yon have espotised, have commeiiccd their inarch 
to the place o€ pnrgatory^ aad one (^ them is actually sufieriag the 
ffeeadtf of exph^g an ofFence against a person^ whOi you also have 
tieen HbelMog^in-your << imparliai'* Review. 

' As a Magistrate, it is your particiilar duty to prese^e the peace ; 
46dl yet, as an EJitiir, you have left no stone untouched that could, 
rlg^ 6r wtdDg^ be hurled at Mr. SuIlivaH and Colood Ful^^rton, 
lAordef to irritate them to some act of violence that might justify 
yonr ab^ft^^ instead Cf repulsing your unjustifiable attacks by legal 
nieans, which are now beginning to operate against your libellous co- 
adjutors. If such a line 6f conduct (ould have been anticipated 
previcftts to yofir nomination to the Magistracy, it must have pre* 
tented you from being entrusted with so sacred a duty^ as th« 
guardianship, t6 a certain esttent, of tiie persons, liberties, and 
|]^pertiei of your fellow-sabjects; for who would have entrusted 
you with the performance of such a duty, wh6 could have ima- 
gmed that you would harve ever been found in the act of upholding 
the application of torture, undet any sjfitem of circumstances, to ex- 
tort evidetice; or in asserting that man to be innocent and perse-' 
cuted, trho 6a8 htinged people without triai, and burnt people ALivt 
fbr sorcery ? 

Vlfhen you read the report of the proceedings in the Court of 
King's Bench, in the case; of the King v. Colonel Draper, hovr 
must your hc^rt smite you^ to be told by those Magistrates, whose 
dignity, justice, and nioderation you ought, as an inferior Magis-^ 
trate, to imitate, that the character of the. Right Hon. John Sof- 
iivan, who you have so wantonly Calumniated, ** stood above re-* 
pibach ?'* Will you, as a Magistrate, pretend, that you were mi?-* 
led by Colonel' Drapier's publication ? as he was by that aflidavitbf' 
Dr. Lynch, which baa l>een contradicted upon oath ; and to whictf 
the Judge also refused all credit, stating in his charge, that it wasr 
^'scandalous and unfounded." If yOu, too^ can be misled bywha* 
Bis Lordship correctly termed such ** flying hearsay reports," in 
"What an unhappy predicament lausf those unfortunate people btf 
placed, whose conviction depends upon your admission of such a 
0Ort of evidence against them. These considerations upon Df. 
Lynch's affidavit, bring me to the recollection of another affidavit. 

. Thtf 
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llie-siibjcct of rriy Ikst Letter was the suspension of- Chifef Jadg6 
Nihell. Upon several occasions it has been proved anci published^' 
that Sir Ralph Abercromby appointed Mr» Nihell to be Chief Jus- 
t!ce» and invested him with criminal, as well as civil ^jurisdietiony in 
consequence of the appeal to the Caraccas being interrupted by tho' 
conquest of the Island ; and in order to obviate that inconyenieace 
by an appeal frob the Chief Justice to the Governor, ,in6tead of the 
appeal to the Ckraccas ; Mr^NlheU's ap|)Dintment at Chief Justice was 
t6 continue during tfie pleasure of the Crown : and by Governor 
HisIop*s Proclamation of April 3d, 1 806 *, " it is declared, that,' '— »^ 
*^ it doth not appear that /tis Majesty hath been pleased by any act 
xo^iaiever to annul or make void the said commission ;" .and there- . 
fore, *^ the said John Nihell shall confinue to act therein, in th« 
same manner as he did immediately after the capitulation," &c. &g» 
The present Governor's words arc, •* shall continue to act t" — for, . 
as his Majesty's pleasure had never been known to the contrary, by 
whosQ pleasure alone the Chief Justice could be removed from office^ 
so Governor HisTop correctly considered him as having the right to 
toiifhtte the exercise of his judicial functions. It is therefore not dis- 
puted, that Sir U. Abercromby appointed Mr. Nihell to be the Chief 
Justice : that he did immediately thereupon exercise that oifice : that 
be had the right to coniinue to exercise it : that he does continu* to ex- ; 
erciseit; and that his Majesty, by whose .authority alone His ju- 
dicial functions could be interdicted, never did, from his appoint** ^ 
mentto this time, *^ annul or ml^ke vdid the said Cprnmission ! ! I'' 

Now, Sir, re^d the following asseveration of Colonel Picton» 

■ • ^ 

copied from his affidavit^ filed in the King's Bench^ sworn on the 
llth May, 1804:— ' ./ " 

** Nor did he, the said John Nihell, at the time of this deponent's . 
leaving the said Island, nor doth he now, as this deponent ever heard ot • 
lelitvedy execute any judicial office in the said Island, except that of 
JudjT'e of the Court of Consulado, which is a triBunal instituted for 
the sole purpose of "determining commercial differences by arbitra- 
tion.'* 

Comparing this affidavit witlff the indisputable facts which are 
previously stated, it becomes less astonishing, that many digfiified 

. • Quoted in tho ** Political Account of Trinidad, p3ge:i4. 

and 



17 

luul worHijr pemiBgts, as well as Colood Draper, and the public 
nund, should have had dvir cr^oiity affected in fiirour of the ac«^ 
ciued, when they have been practised upon by such affidavits from 
this Gorernor and this Dbctor. Nor will the Governor, with all 
his ingenuity, be able to exonerate himself from this nefarious tran- 
saction ; for, should he resort to the subterfuge, which is contrived 
in the artful wording of his affidavit, he^ at least guilty> not merely 
of an equivocadon upon oatii, whidi is a great crime, but of a 
^* mental mervetian,'* which is a greater cnmut, because it is more out 
of the reach of human fcscnrch. This is his subterfuge : *< I did not 
#wear that Sir Ralph Abercromby did not appoint Mr. Nihell 
to be Chief Justice* I did not swear that be never had a 
light to exercise a jurisdiction in criminal as well as civil-matters. 
I did not swear that His Majesty ever annulled or made void Mr» 
NiheH's Commission as Chief Justice. I only swore, that when I 
}eft the Island, and at the time of my making my affidavit, he did 
|iot=«reeft/^ any judicial office except Judge of the Consulado." 

This is the ** menitl re$eroatwn** of which he is guilty. Although 
he did not swear to more, yet he knew more ; and, therefore, 
tmghi to have deposed all the truth upon the occasion ; for by swear* 
ing to no more than he (Hd swear, he meant and he intended that 
more should not be understood by his affidavit; and thereby he 
fag^^ested the inference, that Mr. Nihell was not Chief Justice, 
knowing that he was Chief Ju^ce ; and he made the affidavit to 
prevent the Mandamus from the Court of JSLing's Bench being di» 
xected to Mr. Nihell, who was stated to be Chief Justice^ 

If all this be not the case, why did not Gavermir Pidon depose that 
Sir R. Abercromby did appoint him ; that the King had never rcr 
looved him ; but that H£, Gmernm^ Pktan^ had removed him ; and 
tkerrforci that he did not at theltime of the affidavit eieaUe any other 
judicial office than Jadge of the Consuiado. But if he had deposed 
that he had interrupted the Chief Justice in the exercise of his office, 
he would have been told, that he had no right to do so ; and that^ 
nfitwithstanding this illegal act, Mr. Nikdl was nevertheless 
Chief Justice ; and that the Governor's 4f^C<i^f^ was null and void, 
put fad of the Judge's tommi$sion. 

But, Sir, he might have been told other truths as serious as this. 
l^c might have been told, that all the human blood with which hin 
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government is stained, . -would not have bcen^pilt, if the victims of 
kis wanton cnielty had been arraigned at the bar of Justice before 
this Chief Judge. Of this the Governor was aware ; for previous 
to the removal of the Judge, be had objected to the Governor's 
ordering a man to be executed who had npt been tried ! It cannot 
be believed, that this humane Judge, for such he truly is, would 
have refuse4 to afford Gallagher, the unfortunate artilleryman^ the 
opportunity of proving his innocence by a trial. Nor would any 
i^hief Justice ever.have disgraced humanity, and descended from his ' 
kigh dignity; as the Governor did^ to insult this ix)or s&ldhr^ a^ 
the awful moment of his being launched into eternity, by telling 
him, he was •' going to hell with a lie in his mouth ! ! I" 

Such conduct was not the mere dry, frigid exercise of justice* It 
was xoanton cruelty. What but the most toanton cruelty can explain 
the conduct of this Governor, who, after hanging Jean Baptiste 
fiicuARD, also without a trial, conducted Mr. Moss, a wealthy 
Planter, into the gallery of the Government-Hoose, which over- 
Ipoked the place of execution, and there shewed him the body of his 
unfortunate son-in-law suspended from the gallows ? And when two 
Negroes, called Yalla and Youba, , were condemned, under an 
illegal comnfiission, to be banished, what but the most wanton dispo- 
sition to cruelty could have induced this- Governor to annul the 
sentence of those whom he had appointed to judge, and to order, as 
ayiiove severe punishment, that those wretched slaves should be made 
to assiist at the burning of a man called Manuel ; and then, that 
they should have their ears tut off, in additiot) to their original sen- 
tei^ce of banishment ? What, I say again, but the most malicious 
prodigality of human blood could have induced the threat, which 
vras actually pift in cxccutign in May 1809, upon a negio called 
GoLiAH, and uttered by this Governor, as is sworn by Mr. Daw- 
son of Uverpool^-r^* If you do not pay the money, 17/ cut him up 
finder the gallirtvs,^^ This money was demanded for taking ,up 
Gbliah, under the pretext of his having run away, when he was 
only returning on the road from church. ♦ It was not coiwenient 
$it the moment to pay the money, and therefore the negro was 
actually " ctt< up under the galliytos :^*'^\\i9X is to say, he was so 

♦ This is one of the shameful practices exposed in page 37 of ihf Pcliticai 
^ccQUiit of Trioidac^, 
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severely flogged, with what is cal}ed the cart whipi that .be Ifogereil 
for ^ few days, and, as sworn by Mr. Dawso&y he tbeH died 1 

Whea I address you next Sunday, I will endeavour, if it be 
possible, when writing upon such subjects, to be less shocking, if« 
tbat can be of any consequence to t^our feelings, who think so 
li<rhtly of the torture inflicted upon Lpuisa Calderon. But allow 
me in the mean time to ask you, what is your opinion of Governor 
Piccon's innocanctt now ?. when I tell you, that these facts have beeft* 
sworn to before the Right Honourable Privy CounciU 

. DscftMBBR 4, 1807. DECIUS* 



LETTER IV. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE ANTI^JACOBtN REVlEJf. 

SIR, \ 

BY this time you have had cause to consider the *' Political Ac-' 
count of Trinidad," as a very moderate statement of th6 affairs of 
that Island, in comparison with such a statement as the Author of 
that book might with truth have given i and the man, for whom you' 
have set up your ^^ original criticism*' as a defence, must consider 
your oflicious interference fts the most unlucky event of bis life, ex<*' 
cepting the ill-fated league that he formed with the persecutors of his 
amiable but unfortunate predecessor, the Spanish Governor Ch acotme.' 
Governor Picton, no doubt, in his turn, complaint of persecution. 
It wt)uld be well with him if he merited it no more than did the 
Spanish Governor, during the whole of whose government not one 
instance was ever known of torture or mutilation, or unlawful exe- 
cution, or burning alive. But Governor Picton, as singular in. hid 
politics as he was in his cruelties, promoted the plan of the persecut- 
ing triumvirate. Black, Beggorat, and Robles, esthibiting the poli-/ 
tical phenomenon, of a charge from an Engiiik Qoternor to an tntmy- 
King, accusing the enemy's Governor of a crime in having too easily 
surrendered the Island to the forces of his Britannic Majesty. And 
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governinent is stained^. -would not have bcen»«pilt, if the vTctlms tf 
kis wanton cnielty had been arraigned at the bar of Justice before 
this Chief Judge. Of this the Governor was aware ; for previous 
to the removal of the Judge, be had objected to the Governor's 
ordering a man to be executed who had npt been tried ! It cannot 
be believed, that this humane Judge, for such he truly is, would 
have refuse4 to afford Gallagher, the unfortunate artillery man ^ the 
opportunity of proving his innocence by a trial. Nor would any 
^hief Justice ever. have disgraced humanity, and descended from his ' 
kigh dignity; as the Governor did^ to insult this ^oot s&ldhr^ at 
the awful moment of his being launched into eternity, by tellinjg 
him, he was •' going to hell with a lie in his mouth ! ! 1'* 

Such conduct was not the mere dry, frigid exercise of justice* It 
was xoanion Cruelty. What but the most wanior? cruelty can explain 
the conduct of this Governor, who, after hanging Jean Baptiste 
fiicuARD, also without a trial, conducted Mr. Moss, a wealthy 
Planter, into the gallery of the Government-Hoose, which over- 
Ipoked the place of execution, and there shewed him the body of his 
unfortunate son-in-law suspended from the gallows ? And when two 
Negroes, called Yalla and Youba, , were condemned, under an 
illegal comniission, to be banished, what but the most wanton dispo- 
sition to cruelty could have induced this- Governor to annul the 
sentence of those whom he had appointed to judge, and to order, as 
^yiiope severe punishment, that those wretched slaves should be made 
to assist at the burning of a man called Manuel ; and then, that 
they should have their ears tut off, in additiot) to their original sen- 
tei^ce of banishrbent } What, I say again, but the most malicious 
prodigality of human blood could have induced the threat, which 
vras actually puft in executign in May 1809, upon a negio called 
GoLiAH, and Uttered by this Governor, as is sworn by Mr. Daw- 
sow of Uverpool*-^^^ If you do not pay the money, 17/ cut him up 
ftnder the galltrws,^^ This money was demanded for taking ,up 
Go liah, under the pretext of his having run away, when he was 
only returning on the road from church; * It was not convenient 
^t the moment to pay the money, and therefore the ufgro was 
actually " ctt< up under the gall fftos:^^-^xh9X is to say, he was so 

• • * . * . ■ • 

♦ This is one of the shameful practices exposed in page 37 of ihp Poliiicai 
Recount of Trinidad, 

severely 
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severely flogged, with what is called the oart whipi that .be lingerei 
for ai few dajrs* and, as sworn by Mr. DawsoOf he thed died i 

Wbea I address yoa next Sunday, I will endeavour, if it be 
possible, when writing upon such subjects, to be less shocking, ifi 
that caa be of any consequence to t^our feelings, who think so 
lif'htly of the torture inflicted upon Louisa Calderon. But allow 
me in the mean time to ask you, what is your opinion of Governor 
Piccon's inuocsncc iK>w ? when I tell you, that these facts have beeo* 
sworn to before the Right Honourable Privy Council* 

DbcSmbbr 4, 1807. DECIUS* 
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LETTER IV. 



TO TnE EDITOR OF THE ANTI-JACOBlN REVlEJf, 

t 

SIR, 

BY this time you have had cause to consider the •' Political Ac-' 
count of Trinidad,'* as a very moderate statement of th6 affairs of 
that Island, in comparison with such a statement as the Author of 
that book might with truth have given i and the man, for whom you' 
have set up your ** original criticism*' as a defence, must consider 
your oflicious interference fts the most unlucky event of bis life, ex«' 
ciepting the ill-fated league that he formed with the persecutors of his 
amiable but unfortunate predecessor, the Spanish Governor Ch AC0M E • 
Governor Picton, no doubt, in his turn, complaint of persecution. 
It wt)uld be well with him if he merited it no more than did the 
Spanish Governor, during the whole of whose government not one 
instance was ever known of torture or mutilation, or unlawful exe- 
cution, or burning alive. But Governor Picton, as singolar in. his 
politics as he was in his cruelties, promoted the plan of the persecut- 
ing triumvirate. Black, Beggorat, and Rbbles, eithibiting the poll-/ 
tical phenomenon, of a charge from an EngiM Qaeernor to an enemy - 
King, accusing the enemy's Governor of « crime in having too easily 
surrendered the Island to the forces of his Britannic Majesty. And 

C2 * 



9ff 

I 

Ito nndtr thiii extmor(lifiitr3r measoft compietci tht censtire of the 
King df Spain agakisr his Governor was stnt but to Trinidad, coached 
Sft the Everest term§ (and was ported tip in the office of Mr. 6lack 
or Begfgorat, which ever of them Was the Alcalde at the time), m 
order to deter, tipon atxy fbtare occasioHi any officers under' the 
Spanish fleg ^om snSerfng such easy conquests in future.' 
* As you have roused my attention to this triumvirate, by the unde* 
ftrved respectability which you attach to them/^ Connfiellors^ I will 
bestow a few remarks upon theiti. However slightingly the author 
of At Account of 1* rinidad passed over Messrs* Black and Beggorat, 
vou are desirous that they should be better knbwn. Colonel Draper^ 
in bis Address to the British Publie, h&i strongly depicted ** Tki-^ 
KIDADIA19S;'* and alludes to a law, in Grenada, made against pe(^ 
sons who were, using your own words, ** induced to remove to Trif 
nidadf'* by what you havfe truly described as '* the inviting Cedula** 
of that Government : which persmii, Col. Draper writes, *^ found 
an aiylum in Trinidad^** sometimes taking With them their mortgaged 
negroes, &c. But it is you atone y Mr. Exiitor, who have stated it 
to be an incontrovertible fact, that Mr. Black '* had been unsuccess-^ 
ful there as a merchant*'^ Neither Col. Draper, nor the Account 
4f Trinidad, stated io much as that. But you state, that ** he car^ 
ried away with him ne property belonging to.his creditors,'* Tme^ 
he was a merchant ; and planter^, only^ cot^d take away mortgaged 
negroes* Negroes have legs : besides, one negro that can walk is 
worth more upon such an occasion, than oite bale of goods without 
legs. As. you wer^ so indelicately ^officious in the cause of thii 
V ttnsuccesslal merchant" from Grenada^ perhaps you can also tell 
tpe h&(0 long previous to the period at which the establishment of 
Engikh laiffs were apprehended ill Trinidad, it was that he began to 
jxiakt^large payments to his creditors out of the property belonging 
to hifll wife ? 

. It is yott, alone, Mr. Editor, who bave stated, that St. Hikdre 
l^ggorat was induced to remove from Martinique also ** by the m« 
viiing Cedala" of Trinidad. This Cedula. appears to have been con*** 
veniently inviting, to both thede persons. Had Beggorat emigrated 
ftom Guadaloiipe, we might have concluded that he was a Royalist, 
as Republicanism drove the R03ndists from that Island : hut you tell 
4s# that he came from Martthi^ue^- fron» whence we know he war 
t' ' • not 



obt likely to be driven as a Royalist, becanfee the Rc^al party tnoSf ' 
prevailed there. Connect this with his Jesuitical excuse for not as* 
sistirig at the public funeral honours to the* memory of the Duo 
d'Elnghein, and 1 think it will be well made out for the. author o^ 
•* the Account of Trinidad," that this Frent:h Member, of sl Briihk 
Council was not ** an. adherent to the House of Bourbon.'*- But 
enough of him for the present ; at a proper period more of his con- 
duct and character 6hall be displayed, and of the different pointA-ol 
view in which Governor Picton has, at different times, considered ^ 
and treated him : preparatory to which period, the relation in }|i4iiqh 
HE also stands to iht GoverHment of Greuadftis deaerving. of enquiry ; 
a« well as, what relationship there is between him, \t\% forty frienda ifi 
Trinidad, and Jean Baptiste Olivier^ xpho' xaas c^/vdemncd to 6v hanged 
fir treason in Grenada / • / 

' Chief Justice Nihell has been^ beard to declare^ that thcr use of the 
guillotine was at one time apprehended. Let him be 'asked, on 
whose estate was placed this republican instrument fof. exterminate' 
ing Royalists ? and let Monsieur Eabarere, fonnerly ComoMmdamt 
of the valley of Diego Martin, be asked, if he never received ordeiv 
from Governor Picton, that, upon the first commotion in the Mand^' 
he must proceed to the house of a certain father and son^ and hang 
them on the tree nearest to their house« and thea bura their estate 
about their ears. 

I shall now proceetl with your ** original eritkism.^* '^Yon next- 
state, that our Author, to gratify his resentment, has oversteppce^ 
the bounds both of truth and moderation.'" But I do not UQ*«' 
^erstand how you prove this accusation by asserting, that ** Gove;* 
nor Picton acted under his Majesty s insti^ttctionsy not Wider the Britiik 
Constitution.*^ This is, however, so disgraceful a proof of constitu<« 
tional ignorance, from a Magistrate too, that it would be even les> 
credited than the cruelty of Colonel Picton has been, if ycMir pre* 
vious unconstitutional defenqe of torture to extort evidence did not 
warrant the belief, that you really are most culpably tgnorant of th« 
Constitution of the countpy in which jo^aL are entrusted with the 
office of Magistrady. 

Nothing but such ignorance coulrfhave betraye*! von int-o.such a 
libel agrainst the Kin::, as to state, that *• G-j- ri ■ Pic'^on aoted 
Under AiitMajaly't iiutraetioHt, not under tke Britith CMttiluthm."-^ 
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The King could never give any instructions that were •* not under 
the British Constitution." And if you mean, that his Majesty's 
MinistcTS evet gave any instructions 'contrary to (for that is what we 
must understand by ** not under") the British Constitution, those. 
Ministers ought to call you to an account for such a libel upon their 
Administration* 

t 

You ought to have known frorin the fate of the late Cathoh'c 
Bill, and from his Majesty's constitutional rejection of that measure;, 
that our Sovereign would never, of his sole authority, instruct 
his Ministers or Governors to admit Catholics to th^ Goveru- 
naent of any part of his Empire, when he would not sanction any 
further tolerance, than is already enjoyed by the Roman Catholics, 
even though proposed by his Ministers in Parliament. 

** Yoy, however, consider that those men, who had lived under 
the Spanish Laws, though they could be no other than Catholics," 
•* were certainly best calculated to be his (Governor Picton's) ad- 
visers,** It is well for us that our glorious Constitution has pro- 
vided against the influence of such advisers in the Government of 
Great Britain, and that our beloved Monarch will preserve invio«« 
late its valuable principles; for, otherwise, the people of this bap- 
pier country might now be liable to be tortured and burnt alive, 
as the unhappy people were under the government of Colonel 
Picton in Trinidad. And if it were the case, that any more of our. 
Magistrates, besides yourself, could think, that Romaii Catholic ad* 
visers, in any part of his Majesty's dominions; ought to be tolerated, 
ive have even greater cause, than was lately imagined, to rejoice at 
&e constitutional inflexibility of our Sovereign, who shut the door 
against those advisers, that, in the case of Colonel Picton, ,were to- 
lerating crimes actually originating in Catholic superstition : for such 
may he deemed the advice of those who recommended the inquisi-^ 
torial use of the torture and the faggot, as practised hy Gover- 
nor Picton in Trinidad, in cases of alledged sorcery^ diviuatiwi^ vodtch" 
araji, th^ blade artf and poisoning hy means o/* c H arm s • He is, how- 
ever, by this time able to tell you, that his Roman Catholic friends 
and advisers have brought him into a very perilous situation. 

But you have imprudently stirred up the ashes of his departed 
friend. — Adde cruorem stultitite atque ignem glddio scrutare. -^"To dis- 
turb the shade of Don Cbristophe de Robles might have been avoid<^ 



23 

tdf if you had been of a temper to forego die malicioas ^tificatmii 
of calling tipon the Author of the ** Account of Tnnidad'* to BlusA 
at having forgotten this unsratrful old man. This omission, on the 

• ■ 

part of our Author, is a proof that he was more intent upon the 
pursuit of his history, thap upon personalities ; for had personality 
been the '* real obicct" of his book, he might have introduced this 
character with great advantage, as wel! as the extraordinary and in- 
terestinsT matter that I have laid before the Public in my corrci- 
por'-'cnce with you. 

I shall therefore proceed to do« what our author might have done« 
for the memory of Don Christophe de Robles. Nor can you, witk 
justice, revile me afterwards for not allowing him to rest in peace, 
since it is you who have brought him before us. 

Do:i Christophe De Robles, who was Contador of Tnnadad, 
previous to Governor Chacone*s government, was ordered home to 
Old Snzin, to give an account of his conduct, his integrity beino^ 
Impeached. But, on taking the reins of Government, Don Chacone» 
from an amiable' disposition to conciliatory measures, generously in- 
terfeied with the Court of Spain for the accused Contador, and by 
his interest prevailed with the King so far \o forgive Don Christophe 
De Robles, as that he should be only deprived of his office ; and he 
was accor/:ing]y allowed to remain in the Colony without further 
molestation or disjrrace : nav, he was even allowed to retire with the 
privilege of wearinij the uniform of Contador, and some other pri- 
vileges of that nature* Had Governor Chacone known, that De 
Robles had fomented disputes between every Governor and the Court 
of Spain, so as to occasion mos^ of them to be accused, he would 
have done right in sending De Robles home, in his turn, to answ 
his accusers. For the ingratitude of De Robles towards his protectorr 
Chacone, evinced itself immediately after the Spanish Governor lost 
the Island. It is true, if the Governor did not do his duty in de- 
fence of his Country, it was natural for his cotintrymen to accuse him 
at the Court ; but De Robles, who owed his preservation to the Go- 
vernor's Frenerositv, ous:bt to have been the last to accuse him.:— 

and the British Governor, in possession of the Island, ought never to 
* ^ ... • * 

have complained of the facility with which -such a bloodless conquest 

added this fine territory to his Master's dominions. Such, however, 

was the cb^iracter of Don Christophe De {lobles, the " candid''* 
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govemtnent is stained, . would not have bcen^spilt, if the vtctims of 
his wanton cnielty had been arraigned at the bar of Justice before 
this Chief Judge. Of this the Governor was aware ; for previous 
to the removal of the Judge, he had objected to the Governor's 

' ordering a man to be executed who had npt been tried ! It cannot 
be believed, that this humane Judge, for such he truly is, would 
have refuse4 to afford Gallagher, the unfortunate artilleryman y the 
opportunity of proving his innocence by a trial. Nor would any 
^hief Justice ever hav« disgraiced humanity, and descended from his * 
high dignity, as the Governor did^ to insult this [K>or soldhr^ at 
the awful moment of his being launched into eternity, by telling 

. him, he was •' going to hell with a lie in his mouth ! ! 1" 

Such cohduct was not the mere dry^ ffigid exercise of justice » It 
was wanton Cruelty. What but the 7nost toanton cruelty can explain 
the conduct of this Governor, who, after hanging Jean Baptiste 
fiiCHARD, also without a trial, conducted Mr. Moss, a wealthy 
Planter, into the gallery of the Government-Hoose, which over- 
Ipoked the place of execution, and there shewed him the body of his 
unfortunate son-in-law suspended from the gallows ? And when two 
Negroes, called Yalla and Youba, , were condemned, under an 
illegal comnnission, to be banished, what but the most wanton dispo- 
sition to cruelty could have induced this- Governor to annul the 
sentence of those whom he had appointed to judge, and to order, as 
aware severe punishment, that those wretched slaves should be made 
to assiist at the burning of a man called Manuel ; and then, that 
they should have their ears tut ofF, in addition to their original sen- 
tei^ce of banishment } What, I say again, but the most malicious 
prodigality of human blood could have induced the threat, which 
was actually pift in exccutipn in May 1809, upon a negro called 
GoLiAH, and uttered by this Governor, as is sworn by Mr. Daw- 
SOiT of Uverpoolt^^* If you do not pay the money, I'll cut Mm up 
^nder the galltrws^^ This money was demanded for taking ,up 
Gbliah, under the pretext of his having run away, when he was 
only returning on the road from church * It was not con^eniest 
9t the moment to pay the money, and therefore the negro was 
actually ** CM^ up under the gallotos :'**'^^\h2X is to say, he was so 

♦ This is one of the shameful practices exposed in page 37 of ihf Politicai 
Recount of Trinidad^ 

severely 
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** these authorities appeared satisfkctoiy, and I had no reason to 
question advice given with so much'candour." 

The indulgence and moderation of that august Tribunal are con-- 
slant and admirable upon every occasion ;^ but siicfa outrs^gcs to truth 
and common sense must have required unparalleled forbearance upon 
this occasion* 

What is to be inferred, in the conduct of this Gpvemor, as the, 
consequences of the advice of this ' Catholic Adviser ?— wh3r--4hat, 
thefefore^ Cdonel Picton did give ** Siti imposing character*.' to his 
government. That in order not to be ** despised^* he adopted the 
system of Terror :-— and in order to ** ditedncert plant p** of which he 
never had the least proof, but the vague suggestions of this CatJkolic 
Spy among our troops, he performed some acts of what he calls 
vigour, but what would be deemed murder, if compared with the case 
cited by Mr. Nolan, from page 500 of Lord Hale's Pleas of the 
Crtfwn* 

It is not possible that he could have credited the advice upon 
which he has acted. He never could believe, that in any Colony, 
belonging to a Christian King, a Governor could be let loose, like 
theancient Mamoth of the American mountains, to be the scourge 
and destroyer, of the, people, as this Caikolie Persecutor describes, 
^'ww^wililtt/ by any forms or modes of proceeding.'* 

But the Governor acknowledges, that his Cathdio Admer did tell 
him to ** 4k> substantial justice," that he might '< answer to God 
and'his conscience.*' This part of his Catholic Friend's advice i» 
the only part of it that he forgot tofolhfw. 

If he effn answer to God, his Conscience^ and his Country , which 
in the advice he received was put out of the question, then let him 
** put himself upon his Country" for a public trial ; for I would 
rather trust a British Jury with his acquittal, than his own con« 
science. But let him fairly meet the charges. Let not the whole be 
contrived to turn upon some equivocal case. The capital charges 
" include twenty-nine cases of death,' unlawfully and cruelly 
inflicted." Seven of these have beeU substantiated upon oath before 
the Privy Council. And my next Letter shall give a l l the Charges, 
"both military and civil, that have been preferred against iHals protected 
' perpetrator of cruel deeds ! 

Dec iti;^ 1807. DECIUS. 
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tETTER V. 



TO THE iDUeR OF TH£ A}«TI-JACOSm REVIEW. 

• T 

■' 

Qui scelerattts^ eCfuriosus erit. 

H0W. dif&reht is the conduct of those persons whom you 
liavelibelied'inybut prostituted publication, to the conduct of 
the Party who has purchased its prostitution.-xi^The former made 
use o£ nojoaeans^ to intimidate your publisher, ndr to prevent the 
circulation of the scurrilous fabrications contained in your Maga* 
zine,' because they wiere the ^brications of falsehood and malice, 
uid morf properly merit legal investigation and judicial condemn 
nation. But this terrific Governor, whom you have so vilely adu> 
Jbte4« I 'find, ^as t)een stalking about among the JoumalistSt mak- 
ipcsi Ri^i^ noise," andj as the Editor of the Sunx>ay Review 
States* *^ he hat' betel ibtiUL enough to threaten theoKwith prosecu^ 
tions* if they iart msMXl aaxy thing respectinf khxondacW'mmTh^ 
Paotic wiU naturtlly condude from thia, that ^rcpnduct wiU 
not bear investigation ; or why should he ht tertifiad atthis pub<^ 
tic dxposure ? The more he threatens, nmd tho sore he triea. to 
iS^uj^iess the publicktion of his unparalle l cd* €wi rity aad vioUlioii 
«f juitice, the mora serious becomes the duty, wh&ck Edkoti have 
to perform to the Public^ in not sulFering^ftifi^C^ibcKty^ tfaeiPiefli 
to' .be {jDiiiiiged i^ juch a case; for it is-ti#i|htayr •«aaM'af:frivatf 
scandal, nor puUic sedition^ nor diaretptfct to« vdievated King^ 
ibut a case, in which the fSoPLB-have a right t<f:litmand, that 
•justice ahall be d«h6 to the manes of their mwdirftd Jfeilow sub- 
jects: and, indeed, to protect officers tindfer suelicfaai;geS| while 
'the men they command axt tried and punished without hesitation 
(and in the case of thi$ i)ificer, witlumi trials -as well aa wi^^ulut he- 
aitatiootX is the readiest way to^excite muraiurd n^pog the jP^Kopl^i 
•nd «ven acts of sedition, and sentiments* of disvdi^pect for th« 
character of the Government, and the Justice of tjie Country^ 

It appears that the Editor of the' Courier^ in pttrticuhi^ wa9 
driven-to abandon his jpublic duty»* by a fear^ which \ couhliiot- 

htvt- 
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iiavc believed would be produced any wlicre, but among thr 
oppressed and terrified people oif li^nidad. It is however some 
consolation, that the Press is ©iOt^yct trodden under foot, since 
other Papers ba^c preserved their character for independence ; and 
in particular on« of them, from the Office dr which this fiirious 
Colonel was seen to rush forth, enraged at his ineffectual intimida- 
tionsj'and strongly exemplifying the description in Ovid-r— " /^«c 
"micant ocuU^ corpus tumet omnc vtneno,*' — ^This misetabl^^ j^An will 
have the pity and support of .every man who has cpmrnittedii 
crime ; for none know so well how to commiserate his situation, 
as those who have felt the woeful upbrtidings of conscience, and 
the secret dread of public accusation : but even on this scorO| 
who is there that can fully sympathize with him p^-pfor who 
was ever so strongly accused, and so long suspended between 
accusation and punishment? Does ke so much despise yout 
advice, as not to ask you how to set about stopping the public«» 
Vtion of the charges which were proxnised in my ^^st Letter ? I 
think if he had asked your advice, you would have told hhut 
that the tone an which the promise wis made leftt no hopes of aiy 
possibility of suppressing the publication^ and then he would not 
have forgotten he was in Great Britain ; for„ it seems^ he dieams 
that he k aliU in Trinidad, where his controul over the Pi'ess w^ 
absolute : for there ht used, upon th^ most trivial occasion, to 
seize HJUacaovi the printer, and throw him into the common jail 
among the slaves, while his house was ransacked for any^ P^P^i^ that 
might exprea^ diisaliii£M:tion against the Governor's cruc^ and op^ 
pressive modr of^yernment^ and Sullivan, a poor joiirneyman 
printer^ .who went only to enquire after the health of h^ impri* 
soned master j w!^ thrust .into a dungeon, and therie detained wjth* 
out crime or^Jic.cusatioii. The British Press at Barbadoes, wCiich 
was o^t of his reaptl^ foooetimes published ^nd sent qpwn to Tri- 
nioad some strong :phUlip}CS ;■ .but Qi>e, of these Bai^badpes news- 
papers^, being handed abovit in a tavern in.Trinidj>i4> ha^ nearly 
hiii^ed.the Jioor old WQi^ah who keeps it, for she was'threatened 
with immediate bapJi^bBi^n^ through ignorant t^^t the paper was 
iii . bet house. ; Ajftd ij is a fact, that thoujgh the trials ^nd execu* 
tioBS:jQf .th^ mutiaesi&rs at ,the Nore were pwblishjd yi Trinidad, the 
tirial aiid txecutio^ .of jGoyemor Wa^l ^^both beipg reported 
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in thc.^jyng.EijgUsh p^per^^ thos^, events. ^lappieaing nearly to 
c<n«a((<;)^^'werc^,n9t published in die Tmudad papers, lest they 
shoul^ ott<^jid j^qvtmor Picton, ^by produciag a very. unpleasant,. 
thou^|f.][Vi^tui|d a$^ciation of ideas.. I could not forego these 
remarks, sp strongly were they suggested by the; opposite conduct 
ivhich Colonel Piqton ha$ observed as to the liberty of theTress ; 
for . in. Trinidad he suppressed this valuable privilege,- on which 
all <^ur. liJ)Kfrties, depend in Great Britain ; and he would suppress 
it hm also, and has done so as far as he could, while he has most 
licentiously, most majicioi^ly^ ^ttnd most falsely, availed himself 
of .that ^freedom of the Press, which your mercenary plan of edit* 
ii}g. bas^afiSwrded.him. You are, however, still at libeity ,to pro- 
ceed fyr^J^^m ; and whether your prospects become bright or 
'gloomy, as ypu go forward, there is but little encouragement for 
yop tp lo^Jt back, for the day of retribution quickly advances up- 
on vouf beels, and whatever may be th^ consequence of your 
'turpityde, or ypvir temerity, you will neither derive any consola- 
tion^^qjBj your own mind, nor. from the world ; for you will not 
Ihaye^SBcrifiqicd yourself to the cause of humanity, nor the good of 
ypur^ country, since you haye done every thing in your power 
'tp'pgp(|se.the common cause of bringing a public delinquent to 
the b^ of justice, by defending a system of despotism, terror, 
and Q^udty ; ^d by defaming every perspn who has not concurred 
with.jyou and him in opinion upon such measures, 

'T^ jpiTovc that such was his system of govemitig, I shall subjoin 
tbV chargers which I promised in my last Letter, to prevent the 
pu,b]icat4on of wliich, his old system of terror ha« been exerci^ 
.upo^^our Editor in vain, as the publication of this l/etter proves 
Y£r)r> much 40 his honpur : indeed, his public independence, and 
Sipiri|^^,perseveri|nce in the cause of humanity and public justice, 
{on th^,, chaise ter of. our Government, and for the honour of our 
mtiQn,..^a^ no parallel but in the memorable conduct of Mr* 
Wooi^fallrf'-axMl I will venture to predict, that should Colonel 
.Picton have the audacity to bring our Editor before a British 
ijury^ t)ios9 Judges, before <whom he dare not appear upon the 
charges [hereunt9 annexed, an unanimous verdict of acquittal will 
\>e pronounced for this Editor, who has boldly lent his public 
^id, -to accuse the most wicked and extensive criminal, that ever 

was 
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Was screhud frbm*^ the exercise of the Izw^ of our country* It is 
not possible that it should be otherwise ! Sh^U a man accused ef 
murders not eVen be tried ? And shall another, who ontypublishes 
the accusations, thbugh true, be punished for such truths? — ^It 
is impos^ble ! Or othermse, if I see a man commit a murder^ 
and am not strong enough, or dare not to sei^e him, shall I be 
punished, if, after reporting it to official Powers in vain, t 
expose the murderer in the street, or in the public papers ? — ^It 
•is impossible ! Justice has not yet left this country, nor can she 
-depart white a Trial by Jury shall remain with us ! 
- As Colonel Picton has industriously represented in every possi- 
ble direction, that Colonel Fullarton never preferred^any charges 
against him until a personal quarrel happened between them, it 
-is necessary to state something briefly of the origin of Colond 
^FuUarton's knowledge of Colonel Picton's crimes, and the cause 
of their quarrel, in order to do away the convenient hut falsi public 
impression of mere personality. It can be verified, that Colond 
> Fullarton made known his objections to any retrospect of the pre* 
•vious government, at the same time avowing himself to be. opea 
to every communication tending to the advancement of the pr^ 
'Sperity of the Colony. But, there was a quarrel — and it did noi 
•#rigtnafe over wine, nor at a dance, nor at cards, nor dice, ncnr • 
•horse race ; nor in an argument theological or moral, physic^ oc 
metalphysical, national or political ; and though such are the ordi* 
naiy causes of personal disputes, it was none of these ; and yet 
they quarrelled. — ^Then you will, in spite of all your partiality, 
idmit, it was different from an ordinary personal dispute* It was 
•then a dispute in the affairs of their government ? Certainly it 
• was : for, how could two men^ so opposite in their natuxes, g<^ 
, vem upon the same principles ? Colonel Picton, regardless of 
the people's love, sought to enforce obedience by m^ans of 
terror, according to Don Christophe de Robles, in order that he 
might not be despised. Colonel Fullarton was of another school : 
he had learnt to " be merciful in punishments," to ** hate 
: cruelty," and not to apprehend danger in the shape of an oU 
woman : but, all this was the cause of the quarrel. Colonel 
. Picton had banished an old woman, as usual, without crime or 
triah She returned to collect her efiects, and petitioned Colond 

Fullartoii 
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f uilarton for that purpose, who allowed her only a week to do 
»o, and depdvt*^ Bufe^ this; gjftv^ umbrage tp.,(5!)ploQcl Picton, and 
Wrong Arasigiel being .^jsarriedrxbc^ ween, t^^m \Ky the Secretary, 
tjieyj^trfelled^ ^r but >Gi^kM^lP;ctQn burst ox^% in complaintt 
iip<Mkrt^oic^el ^ttUartoii's «i:>spectmg th^ ppUlip, j[;^il, where the 
fi^ist glfie4>f Cdlohel Picton'^ cruel conduct ^rici^dl itself upon his 
^h^rV9twn I for there it was that Wm, Pame, the executioner, 
pretehted him with his account, regularly made out, for varioug 
iiMrrld exttcutxphs ; complaining that he had not been duly paid, 
he having received only sixteen dollars for all the shocking actji 
he hM offifciaiiy ^yerfonoed. Thus Colonel Fullarton became ac- 
^£hi<ted with tlse number and extraordinary nature of the exe^ci^ 
^o#ltf^^ ^hidh led to the inquiry into the ex^aordinary causes of 
io many punishments. To all this add the reproachful circum- 
milMN^ ^4if Cokmel Fullarton 's humanity towards ihe ipiserable 
''4l13^li^^'^^holn^he: feufid in the cells ; for nothing could be more 
-fe]M«|elrfiily'thoitgh not intentionally so, than the dbtribution of 
-Mlil^^iwBts of ttioi^ey among these object's of pity, and Ihe orders 
Ibr't'Vhe^bettSF care and kindness towards the meagre and pallid 
^I^IKM who were found here, entombed, as it were, alive ! 

>j4Ui^<rbe semembecvd, thai this was no private visit to the jail, 

HatN^I^'^'tiisidsiMis purposes ; but in consequence of the repvesen- 

'KMi$i'^ Mr. Adderly, the Provost Marshal appointed from £ng- 

'hHlll(«4Adr attended officially by the two supporters of torture, 

Messrs. fieggorat and Black ; the former having been, and the 

•kiWiff ^tteiii^^ dSt ti>e time of this visitation, Alcalde of the first 

'Mftilions^ Oh their report, to Colonel Picton, of Colonel Fullar- 

tdh's humane conduct upon this occasion. Colonel Picton b«- 

CttM^Ucmed^ because this very necessary, but unexp^qted visi- 

Artte^^ttd' the jafiH did not afford him the opportunity of getting 

those objects out of sight, who had been so long hidden from 

tnfe>^*^d^n' this West. Indian Bastile ;. many of them detained 

-Kt^tttetet^i'Jtti^ledge of their accusers or accusations; remaining 

there 

♦ U^bii lookiug: a^ Colbnel Ftillartoii's printed Statement of Fafctt, I fiud 
that the afiair dfflre olB wl^man was subseqilent to the visttation of the^jail ; 
to tttat it appears the rctentrnt^nt of Picton was otily smothered in this instance, 

^^ ^ »^i |^D DOt with the inote violence concerairg the alarm he felt about the old 

f vesttiu 
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there without trial ^ until further orders ;" and thu», When ii«-» 
^hing worse hkj^pen«d to thctn; the)rw«te^glectcd and Su^gotten^ 
until death; dtfcasfctUa'by rtftj»y tii^^discblsef rttie*;»ed thet* from 
their chains^* ttb ^dtl^ afty longei' 'WWidef . that Coleaci ijiillar^ 
ion s%ir>«td •quaifi'fel, lipon kich prbidpUs, w4th 5d<!h««M«aster? 

As I hav^ biefort me Coloofel FuUartoh*s printed « ^tatcttnent,'^ 
which wks* submitted td the consideration of iht Lsnk ^f hit 
Majesty's most honourable Privy Council/* I will quote £poa 
it the n^ilitary charges against Colonel PxctoHy as i cannot jtatc 
^hem with more precision or conciseness than they appeir there. 

The MitiTARY Charges are — 

First-^For issuing orders after the ifith of Febniary'i8og> di«> 
recting the military officers under his command, tp leliise all 
aid imd protection to the Civil Government, and tir ibt> Inhaki«- 
lants, .1 . . 

Second'^-For unlawful endeavours to intimidate .penono: sufh* 
}>osed capable of giving evidence or information in suppoial^'ff 
ihe charges exhibited agaioat him; in particular, ibr ttRiptoyin^ 
Uack '^^Idiers belonging to the 9th or istk West IcM^ta Regi- 
indfAs, in his Majesty's service, to seize and impriso9 in-tllP 
coiiixnott jail, Joseph Timbrel^ Esq. Surgeon to the Koyil «Aa- 
tillo^, because he declined answering qucstiosis^ vespeetiiig Jk 
'dedaration impiited to him on the subject of f&g/i jGdfafAcTy a 
e6idier t»dtdnging to the Royal Artillery, who viU faang^ wt 
Fort of "Spain in the month of May 1797, by orcbr of^Goiflnmttr 
l^ici6hj*^^mih(na any f oral of trial. .:,..:, 

Tnird^^-^or employing officers a«d soldtczB in hifi.Mvjealy^ 
•servicib to assist in directing or applying torturt- tondiftvoat 
persons. ■ ... l.-J 

Fourtlw>For employing soldiers on his own featate^^aiid lor 
-his '6wn (idvantage^ when their services were requisite in g^urrisooi 
or svfthf'thear corps. . .:• ', 

Fihh'^For granting to Mrs. Rosetta Smith, a woman of co« 
lour, who lived wi|h him, a contract fox^supplyia^. the soldiers 
bai-racks with wood, and other articles* 

* 

Sixth«^For illegally employing soldiers to seize and eject froin 
tke estate of Orange-Grove, John Dawson, Esq* 

Seventh-^ 



32 

Seventh— For illegally employing soldiers td eject from tier 
^wn house, Mrs. Griffiths and her three daughters, and for put- ' 
ting* Mrs. Rosetta Smith, who lived with him, in possession of 
Mrs. Griffiths's property, by means of military force/ 

Eighth — For illegally employing soldiers and others, without 
any form or specification , of offence^ to seize and drag to prison, 
and ' to detain in an ignominious manner, the following persons : 
Mofers. Higham, Redhead, Rutherford, Bradshaw, MinchinJ 
Hatpove, Sullivan, Dubois, Savignon, D'Espaha, Dowding, 
and many others. Directly violating, by military force, all formy 
,of Civil Judicature, established by the Capitulation, and granted 
to the 'Colony under his Majesty's authority* 

" Ninth— For ' violating the King's Civil Government, by issu- 
ing a ''proclamation on the 27th of April, 1803, declaring the 
First Commissioner to be no longer considered as officiating in * 
his^pubUc situation, and by directing, as Commandant of the 
troop:?, that all military, as well as civil persons, should conduct 
ihemscives /accordingly. 

';Tcnth-*-For disobeying the orders of the King, dated the 234 
«f^ April, 1803,' and- for preparation of military force and actual 
•feiistancc' to 'his' Majesty's Civil Government, and to the First 
■Cpihinisfton^rj on his return to Fort of Spain, on the 6th of 
.Jime, 1803,' at a 'time when B. G. Piclon held no civil autho- 
jitf^ but' still continued as Military' Commandant until tlie 14th 
:of June, when he was removed by order of Gen. Grthfield. 

'Eleventh — For numerous misrepresentations, transAiitted to the 
Cdloiiiar 0elj^artmeht,' and to other public offices, in a nlanner 
4inbfti6ming the character of an officer and a geritleman, with a 
view of attempting to repel the serious charges which had been 
preferred 'agkiiist him.* 

Some of the Crimdial Charges, wh ich have beeti prefer- 
red iSgamst him, have been alluded to in my fornrtit' Letters, for 
instance : ' ' * 

First^The* case of Hugh Gallagher, who was hanged without 

any trial, by order of .Governor Picton, on the \2 7th of 28th 

.of "Mayv 1797* upotf the mere assertion, withoxit odtn, that he 

had robbed and* ill-treated a hegfo womin. The Chief Justice 

Nihell, to whom this woman first complained, considered, Jrom, 
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Ser own stofy^ that it' Was so XxiQm^iaoA tiidicrtHiSf ^at ht tock 
no other notice 6f it (ffte xoan beidg^ a soldier also) y;bi|tJcptJMtf 
• to Colonel. Pjicton, wbo^ lie thought^ would be tmueed at such « 
cvniptatnt from « iM^tf Wcwiapy ^ ^tkey- are,> oci the contj^vy, th* 
eontinilal pests of -tke l^amcks : never iinaginiiig saor could 
happen, than cenfiQiement to the Guard Room; but 4a liis hor^ 
TOT and surprize, he found, ia kis afternoon's V^l^i ihji untriiwl 
sbldier hanging Trom the gallows* 

- When this poor fellow was ord^^d for ejcecution, he-ii^nocently 
hughed, thinking that the threat alone was to bt his puiiish*» 
aaent ; nor would be believe it pc>ssilile that fat leaUy <wa8' to 
be hanged^ until^ upon supplicating the Co^^remor to be faeazd^- 
he Was fbrbklden ; and, upon assertiiig his ituiocence, the Qo^ 
' if^tnor, as formerly stated^ tdld him ^ he tv^ g<Mng ito bell 
with a lie in his mouth," and ordered hbi immediate ex^utif^o^ 
tx> the great dismay and distress of the British merchants, loid 
numerous other spcctntors* I need not repeat at length, that 
this poor mdn would have been proved innocent if he baid 
b«en tried!,, as his comrade Kenny 9 who was one of tlys f^J^ . 
when this negro woman was met by them, acknowledged, -.oflr 
his death-bed) the innocence of Hugh Gallagher, ^waiAg kiaU 
self to be the person -blameabie, as far as thes^ was any orimei 
It was necessary to repeat this case» more fully than formerly 
stated, in order- to shew, that Gallaghen^/i alledged ibult was 
not mutiny, ndr desertion, nor disobedience ; said, tlie;|:«feie, that 
precipitate execution wis inexcusable ; and l^ ia&ict dlath 
without trial was still more so* • • ' ' 

' Tile case of Jean Baptistt Jtickard^ was iIsoioRiljSily diittdul 
to. AH that was alledged against him waS| thi^'twopassen^Kr 
whd ctme from the Spanish Main in hts boat, but who niW^ 
ifeceived ^ny punishment, were disillfected persdfts* Thh U|t« 
fortunate man was executed mthout trials leaving aa'aged^mo* 
fher, a wife» and three infants t6 lament bis unmerited htc^i 
and to add the more poignancy to their domestic affliction^ thd 
Govtrnfrt-, in imitation t)f Colonel l^irk, condutted tbft crip« 
fcd and. aged i^ther<in4aw, upon bis crutchesi into the gallery 
6f the Govemmext House, and there fiMMd kti pkniiif cyei 
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u^6n, the agonised state of this inyuitd old xmn^ while shewing 
bim the husband of his daughteif suspended frcAri the gallows 1 ' 
. Goliaih is another case of a capital nature. His d^th was caused^ 
by being ^^ cut up under th^ gallowsi" in conformity to the 
words of the threat of Governor Piclon ; as sworn before th# 
Privy Council^ by Mr. Dawson, of Liverpool, the 'owner of 
this slave, and by Mr. Dawson, Jun. The only ftuk alledged 
against this man was, that he^was a runaiuay. None but the owner 
had a right to blame such a conduct, if it had been true : snd 
on the contrary, the owner declares against his being ^ runaway ^ 
for that he was only on the road coming from church ; and the 
punishment, of whidi he died, was not for the negro's fault, 
but| as stated in the .words of Colonel Plctouj because Mr« 
Dawson did not pay sixteen dollars for seizing this innocent 
nogrq, and comdttcting him to jail* 

A fourth case is that of Pierre Warners He Was the slave of 
Francis MaCnamara^ Esq. and John Foulkes, owners of the £s* 
^urial Estate. No crijoiie was alledged against this slave, but that 
he^ ahOj was a runaway. , This was also the business of the own- 
ers, and not of the Governor } but Mr. Macnamara, like Mr. 
Dawson, was* noa beloved by Colonel Picton. Without pro^^ 
aecution, and against the vrish of Mr. M^tcnamara, this slave's 
ears were out off, when he was shortly after seized with violent 
apaimsi his jaws bei^g locked, and he died in less than an hour 
after t6e operatioji* 

. Atarctn is the fifth case before die Privy Council. He was 
hdiged by order of Governor Picton, in the Spring of i799f 
lor an alledged crime upon* the high seas ; therefore, at any rate, 
hot within the jurisdiction of Colonel Picton, who at all events 
hanged fcim without a trial, upon the voluntary declaratiofls^ 
of the Capta&i of a Vessel, made on oath, at Cariacou and Mar« 
tini<}ue; and which Captain, by his oWn confession, had killed 
and thrown overboard two of his crew, who, with Alarcon, 
he says, mutinied, insulted him, and got druz^. 
' The .Captain deposes^ that he left Alarcon in jail, at Cariacouj 
an fiq^ish Island, while he went to Martinique^ Now, it is 
cUar, that a sailor could not be committed to jail in an Engfiih 
Island^ but by i^pguiar fcocess \sXoxt t Magiatimte; and no Ma- 
gistrate 
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gistfitc would have enlarfed him, «r hav« ^nt him on hoard 
again, if there had been sufficient ground, upon \yhich to try 
him, for the crime alledged, His being allowed to leave the jaii; 
by this Magistrate, was, frima facte, judicial evidence of the charge 
not being established before an English Tribunal : for no English 
Magistrate would commit, or enlarge, a prison^ at the mere desire of 
any mad :tbut) aft^r being thus sent away from Cariacou, not by any 
writ of Habe^^C^rpuSy nor by any other legal authority, Colonel 
Picton, of his own will and pleasure, did what a British Magistrate 
would not do, he hanged Alarcon without futher trial, and oxjy 
upon the declarations of the Captain, who, as before stated, had^ 
by his o^ story, killed two of his seamen* and who therefor^ 
certainly J^d cause ^o apprehend the accusation of murder fron^ 
Alarcon, who had threatened to charge the Captf^in with killing 
these j^ople; but Alarcon being thus illegally ex^ci^ted, yni% 
/ifiectually prevented from accusing the Captain. 

The sixth case is that of z Guyacaree Indian^ who was shot 
without having undergone any. other trial, excepting that dreads 
fill trial of human fortityde, which Colonel Piclon knew so well 
bow to apply — the infliction of TortuAe. The excuse, for 
this illegal execution, was, that the boat (of which this Indiai| 
was patron, or Captain, in the present voyage) had, In the 
previous voyage, when the owner was with th^ boat, ^grried 
away three German deserters to the Spani^ Main. This Indian, 
therefore, knew nothing concerning the alledged crime ; nor,waf . 
it^ at any rate, a capital offence. He was, however, put to t)M lor^ 
ture for a considerable time, and more than once ; and while being 
tortured, his life was repeatedly offered him upon the condition that 
he would accuse somebody of the crime, so falsely laid to his charge. 
HiK was not only innocent himself, but also ignoiant wh« 
was guilty; and though a false accusation of any body 'else 
would have saved his life, he suffered the torture to the l^st e^- 
trcmjity, asserting his own innocence^ and his total i^ofanc^ of 
the affair. No evidence did, or could, appear, to swear to smy 
concern this man had had in (he desertion of the soldie)«.; 
and yet Colonel Picton* who attended at the exeeution himv 
df, finding this Captain deny all kiloVirledge of ihi afi^^ 
told himi <( Now I'U faafce you know, tj^t ypu Carried >thcai 
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tway/' an4 waving Kit h^if t^^ unfartunj^te* Indian, was^ ime 
mediately sfiot, and directly b\frie^ i^dcr this gallows. Asjthe 
Guvaqaree Indians ^an.,ji,.iU&tmmi&hed race, the Governor of 
Margarita int^st^d, hiiQself ^n b^^alf of this pt>o|:^ fellow ; aqd 
sent up a dispat.ch tp a Qeatlema^ of Jrii^idad, 'v^tjot documenfa 
fo prove the inpoceiicp of the poor soiSbrer^ by.p9>YJMi. that the 
man who \f^s in fault had remained behind, insi^d oi going back 
vriili the laupch.^Bul the. Colonel uttped some C€>arse expres^ 
^ions against ^he ^panUb Coznxiiandant» sayings h^ ^ould ha^g 
ftim alior if he ^ould get hold. of hints v^L thajb the docuxoept^ 

ivere ^ no coFiseauence, since the man was already executad. 

,'.....'.,. - *• . « . . ' > . ^ • ' - - ■ " ^ .. 

The Seventh Qase^ substantiate4 by evidence before th^ .Privy: 
Council, is the case oi CtUuino^ whpse oi>ly crime , was , get ting^ 
drunk : and upon this occasion, in his drunken . s^te, he.inade, 
1^ disturbancti about the door, and at length staggered into the; 
house*, of ai) old Spanish yroman, called Pere?, making a nQiso, . 
there. To get rid of him, she applied to. the Deputy Commaxidi. 
ant* to t\irn him out i but the drunken man being insolent, tho.- 
Deputy sought for assistant l ar^d not finding it at tjie. ComV 
mandant's house, applied at the ^ arracks fpr some soldier.f„iivb^. 
prpcecded to th^ ol4 .woman's hpuse, which^ l^fore tbeir arrival,. 
C^elestino had left, and was found in th^ neighboviriog hou^'of/ 
a coloured wqman^ ^elestinp. was, nevertheless, put intq the - 
stocks, from whence be was sent by the Commandant to town|.; 
yith a letter, tp Colonel Picton, recoiotntqding bim to send C«- 
lestino o^i\it I$lai)d as a trpu^^lespme person.— «Xhe relations 
and asspciates of Celestino, well knowing tl^ severity of Colonel ' 
Plctoni apprehended the fatal consequence^;; a(>d requested the. .• 
master^ for. whom Celestinq usually worked, to go ta the Cover* 
npr and in^^rfere in his behalf. This Gentleman aroae.fromhia . 
bed, to which he . was confined by. sickness, mounted his hocaje* ' 
and proceeded to town :r^the frienc^ of Celestino anxic^ufl)^ iiur« ' 
rying thithpr ir\ the mean time. But, in consequence ctf this ' 
Gentleman's infimity^ be ^^^^. tardy in^ getting ready, and slow i. - 
in prQcee4ing; and having seyen miles to jj^de, be could not » 
travel with a rapidity equ^.^o the prpmptness with which the i 
povexiior exeputed his seiUei)f:es; for, ipstead.of Cclectino's be- . 
iis^ b|pi§^ecl at the )pequ9$t pf (be, ComoMfs^an^i ipokjfcifl.fictoa.« 
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iu4 recourse to 2^ k^ troublesome mode of gotliaf rid of kisx j^ 
tbe- event hems, -announced on ^ the road to the horrpr-strugk^ 
intstefy vrho^ ears were, assailed by the "Shrieks arid lanientatioii$ 
rending the air from the retuniipg friends of the departed Celes«» 
lino, A^ho' was already hanged, and1>uri^d under the gallows. 

These aro tli^ seren casrs that have .tK>eo subitahtiated upon otA^ 
before ttfe Right Hononrable Privy Council, not by documrnts* bat. 
by ttM^^xrcridetice, which has verygenemily spretd itself abroad. 

Colonel Picton, at tirst, (lenie^l ail as false and malicious. He themi 
ioMti^l ihiit he couki not- support a contradiction of them ; wfacohe 
next resorted to the instructions of oup miid and mercilbl So¥ere;ea* 
ibr hb juatiiicatioo ; but there also he lound he could not stand .-i«B. 
Then he attempted to justify himself by the Spanirh law, but this po»r 
sition.was equally untenable : and, lastly, be urged the ntttssiU: of, 
the case : * but in no one instance has he been able to justify himsdC 
0|f the score of ttccjsiitf ; for be ha? never proved, nor can he protc^, 
a neccuitj/ ibr such Tiolatioos of every prindpie of justice human aod: 
diTtne» '^ 

In addition- to these cases, he is charged with the torture, matib* ^ 
tioay-and de*th> of the following people, upon the absurd pretexts of. 
Sorarrjf, Ditimmtion^ Witvkcrafi^ and the Black Jrtf and poisonings b^ ^ 
means of Chmrmn^ viz. La Fortune, Aubioot, Louis Caesar, La 
Rose, Pierre Francois, Bouqoui, Leonard, Thisbe$ Felix, Antoine,^ 
Louisso'.i, Fheoliste, Nicholas Julie, Manuel, Michel Gardon, Jo« 
sepb Faustin ^ also for cruel severities inHicted on Benoit, Fyramj, 
Petit Georc;c. Serpent, Elizabeth, Rachel, detained in prison undey 
circumstances tantamount to torture, although upon their trials ; , 
which when finished, no evidence appeared to condemn thero.-«» 
Bcskkstfae -eases of Yalhi and Youba, mentioned in my bir Letter^ ' 
Fourteen German soldiers were executed in 1797» wUhout trials ' 
not for deserting, but only under 4be suspicion of altempftnfr %o de« 
•ert I and if they had deserted, whocflfdd have been surprised at it } 
for who would willingly remain within the reach of such a Cpm* 
mander, thut could escape fiom the risk of such injusticeirad cruelty ? 
One case must be added hefe, which wss given- in to the Privy 
Council ; but only one evidence being present,, nothing was done 
therein s.aodtlier evidence arrived afterwards from Triniilad, vbo 
coi^4 V^^P *M (be (acts of tnc qmc of P regent^ a Ncgreis bckngiaj; 

to 
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toMr.^eaiat Ktnnjs merchant. She h^d ht^ adsent from her 
owner tonie tiiqe, but was brought in some months after the capture 
of the Island. The Governior being at dinner at the* time, Mrv 
Kenny put off* his application till next morning ; which, however^ 
mras too late, for she was hai^ged at sun-rise. Nb complaint was 
tnade from Mr. Kenny, the owner of this'unfbrtudate slave ; and ho 
man had a light to rob Mm of his property, or the slave of Aer lifb, 
uq)e88.8hehad been charged and convicted of a capital crime; whicJjf 
Was not the case ^. 

As these cases are now before the public, I shall ecpatlate, in my 
ii'e^t Letter, upon those which I have not given at length, and shall' 
ifdd soRie minor, though not less melancholy, anecdotes of ^his Go* 
Vernment : nor will I neglect to mike my commentaries upon the 
extraordinary proceedings that have be^n had recount to in the 
tarioiis and tediojus stages of this protracted busimtts, which I trust - 

im\\ be no !ona:er allowed to insult the British Publid^ whose feci*' 

•J 

lAgs have been continually harrowed up for three years paitt by the 

distressing and unavdling cries fbrjujstice in this land, where, here<^^ 

tdfore, ft has been boasted, that nought was ever known but an equal 

proteetion of the laws, and equal punishments, to the rich and to ' 

the poor. — But such principles will no longer be the pride of Eng* ' 

liihmen, if torture is to be tolerated, and mqrder to be masked by 

joiHtary "necessities!** • 

Pfc. 17, 1807. DECIUS. 

w 

f 

• The twenty-nine cafes of Death, unlawfully infliacd, fire now made out, 
vis.— Seven cafes proyed before jhp Privy Council, the eighth wi» the cafe of 
IPrefent; fourteen Corman foIdicr8,'and seven executed for Sorcery and Witch- 
•rftt I OMjLijig, aUc^thar, 29 capiui cafes, trades thofe of Torture and Mutila-* 
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' ' LETTER VI. 



Jto TH^ EDITOR OP THEANTI-JACQSIN REVIBfTi 

1 * ■ * * 

SIR 

9 

TM£ impositions which you hate practised upoa t^ f^llmc» id 
]foar attempts to aonvey a conviction of the innoceacc of C^doodi 
l^icton, having rendered it necessary to state, at length, the true na^ 
tare of his situation, by an explicit exposure of the origin, the ne« 
cessityj and the criminal uature of the charges which have been pr6« 
/erred against him ; I have been led to go more into his case, than a 
tnere answer to your "vtry ** original*^ criticism tequired ; but I d# 
liet thmk I have travelled out of it unwarrantably, if I have travelledt 
•ut •f it at all ; and at any rate, I am satisiied, that I have so hr per* 
formed a public duty, in undeceiving the world, in respect of the 
false impression, which it 1^ been your study, because it was yout 
business f to produce. However, when I recur to the second part of 
your critique, upon the Poiitical Atcouni of Trinidad i I peroeive |» 
marked a. difference in its tone, from that of yout critique in your 
^September number, that it strikes me you had in the mean tima 
feceived a bint not to provdke, any farther, the reply which yoa 
had a right tOi expect, and which you have so far received* Your 
criticism in the October number, therefore, scarely merits atten* 
tion, after the stronger passages in which you have so palpably, and 
disgracefully, exposed yourself ; for, in this last number, you tnditr 
vour to soften down the feelings of those connected with Trinidady 
by pretending to coincide with them in opinion, that the principles 
of the British Constitution, which have so often, and so long, beeii 
violated there, ought now to be extended to that Island. Since yoa 
^oncede so much, it is not even worth the little time, and ihe little 
trouble, that would be necessary to confute the contemptible stufF 
you have advanced along with yottr concessions. But, at the adva* 
cate of Colonel Picton, you have been instructed; and having re- 
ceived your brief^ aod your fee, you consider yourself ^tind to assert 

aa< 



■# 



■1 



40[A te ctMimclictt S^rbatever he bas directed jrou fo alsert and t# 

tontradicVvrkhdtlt nny regard to tnitb. . Hence it is, that you 
impudently conCfadict tbe ordering away of Don Juan Padilla ; and 
calculate upon being credited by the public* Bat since tbe late ex- 
t>osure of Colonel Pictda's mental reservation upon oatb^ and Dr. 
LynchS **S*anda]ou8 and unfodnded afiidairit," I do not appreb^d 
that tbe public are likely to be creiluloua eooa^b in future tb bebevC 
any of those daring assertions from tb em, or from you, that bavo 
been too often made upon the bold. presumption, that.hoWe.ver f4|«e| 
they would not be easily refuted. Hence it is, you also imprudently, 
and falsefy assert, that the proclamation, relative to the adiijssion of 
lawyer^. Is misquoted in respect to Mr. Gloster. But, as to /;//jtaIeats 
wnd character, you can know but little, or nothmg, of them, except- 
ing from your eo'mrrd coadjutor : and even Mr, Gloster Woul<J dis* 
diun to receive a character from, or to admit that bis talents could hr 

• . 1 • • » . w 

any possibility be known to suc/t a person ; for though thej were bora 
in the same island : and notwitbstandinor whatever an illiberal and a 
^ensoriQUS world may have unjustly said of the parentage of tli^ oiit» 
yet the undeniable baseness of the origin of the other, as evinced by hit 

table hue* must have precluded him in tboae countries from all 8(»* 

» ■ . . • • ' ' •• 

cicty with gentlemen, and even from the society of ti'hite nfem of ike 
^mt irifirior class ; so that ^e cannot mih truth have given you .any* 
tneahs of judging, either of the talents or character of this Crcde 
Attorney-General ; nor is it of much consequence that be 8ho61d be' 
known to ^om but a proper opportunity shall be taken of iotro«. 
ducing a khowledge of such talents, and such a character as he does 
posseBS, to higher i if not to better persons than yptrrstlf. 

As I am tired of yoiwr critique, howevef ** original*' jro»* 
tnay think it is, upon the •* Political Accoont of Trinidad,'* I 
Irhofl hasten to get done with it, in order that I may be no longef 
•* shackled^" according to Don Christophe dc Robles, ** with the 
firms tend ^proceedings'** of a regular reply; thongh I must confess, 
Uki\{ I have departed from such strictness, when the points, which 
jroii criticised, were of sufficient importance, to justify me in dilating' 
tiptrathem. 1 shall now, however, hilrry over what remains. You' 
notice the departure^of Mr. Wood (an honourable Member of hit 
Majesty's Counril of the Bahamas), and wish to represent, that the 
granting nun the OccitpwiCT of a lo», to incttMe Dim to staj^ institcf' 
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ef giving a tacit reproach to Picton by going ^^'^VLfJjOAg.^^J^fii 
** kindness and encQi^ragement.** But, though i/ou^Cfnnqt under* 
stand it, I tell you, that this did really more di|gustj|than,cancUiate» 
Mr, Wood : for the administration of Colonel Fictoa was so uncon- 
stitutional, so unprincipled, and so unpopular, that the effort to 
conciliate* iipdn this occasion was so unnatural, it excited disgust^ 
instead of conciliation ; and the event was, that the influence of such 
an attempt at conciliation 'was not successful ; for the dread of ty« 
ranny returned, and drove this settler away, and prevented many; 
hundreds 6i other settlers from going to Trinidad* ^ 

You state, that persons, over whom neither prejudice, habit, .oor 
even interest, have any influence, have opposed the establishment of 
the British Constitution in Trinidad, and you mention Mr, Janies 
Stephen. Who is^ Mr. Stephen ? He is the friend tg^ the coloured. ^ 
people in the West Indies, So far he is a good man ; and there* 
fore it is, that your coloured coadjutor, from Antigua, has prompted, 
you to puff him off, at the expence of the liberties and privileges 
of your fellow-subjects in Trinidad. It is a striking incongruity^ 

* 

reqISliring. explailation, that Mr. Stephen should argue in fnvour of 
enfranchising^ the slaves, and of disfranchising his fellow-subjects ; 
and equally admirable, that he should argue against cruelty in the 
African Society, while he wilh even go'out of his ordinary practice 
,to receive fees in the Court of King*s Bench, to uphold the con* 
duct of Colonel Picton, who has inflected torture upon women and 
children, — who stands charged with having hanged people without 
trial, and with having burnt living, as well as dead, people uad^r the 
pretext of witchcraft! 

How can you, even with the sud of your coloured friend, explain 
such opposite lines of conduct in the same person ? or. how can 
your coloured assistan^'reconcile *it to himself, to afibrd you his as*, 
sis^nce, in defence of crimes, that have been committed upon a race 
of persons, to whom he^is, naiuralij/, so nearly allied ? Your tawny 
friend is called upon to explain for Mr. Stephen and himself* I 
expect you will make a great parade of protests against such persoti., , 
alities ; "^but it will avail you very little ; for professions of libcraji^^, 
will be presented with as bad a grace by you, as the Governor was. , 
by a Noble Lord ; since your writings are as much distinguished . 
for their liberality, as his Lordship is for his humanity. Y#nr com-., 
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plaint up<yn a point of tbis sort is truly ItidSctous. You thinl:^ 
iht **wkHevash and black hall i*^ of otir author, are ** unsparing* 
^'* dealt 6ut ; arid I suppose you thhfk they* arc dealt out anjustiy 
too. Why, indeed, if it wfcrctrtie, that any body^ besides yourSclf* 
had dealt in ** ^hitt wash and Hath btiU^^* and in the mannet you 
havo described^ I should be of Opinion, that it had been wrongly 
distribntcd : fotj to •' bespatter** Governor Picton and his friends, iSi 
to send coah to Newcafctlc. But, I think, a fittle ** white wash' ' would 
ht ah excellent application to yout Antigonian coadjutor, if it could 
be so eflecttiaily applied^ as to banish, from the recollection of those 
"^ho Ictteiv him^ what his true colour is ; or, if it could even make uS 
forget the real colour of his politics ; which I doubt that we shall 
tTtr fbfg«ft, while we tcmeriiber- the magnitude and strength of the 
ancient tnahsion from whicb he deriTcs his surname. Should thisi 
Fapeir tt^ch Fort Glasgow, I think this passage will excite a 
imilcj 6tc!ilT0m Captain F— rie of ihat place, who, I iinderstandi 
has a drcadftd aversion to smite citT since his YoJ^age to Trinidad.—* 
Tfais^^ person was a respectable commander of a merchant ship, and 
was abdsfcd by Governor Picton for delivering a letter to a friend itf 
Trittadad", wliich had been committed to hi^ charge by a friend. 
Tt.GRwgow; all letters being ordered to be first brought ted the Go-^ 
ternoTi For this simple act. Governor Picton threatened him with. 
thc^aHows,. which etcited a ** smil^ of wonder and contempt'* 
from the insulted, but innocent^ Captain ; and, in return, this called 
forth -tht l^ge of the Governor, ^ho exclaimed,' •• idle care haw you 
dare fx) mile j'* at the same tirt^e, ^nting to three poor victims of hlsr 
vengeariccy just then hangings he told the Captain, " to bewairelest htf 
ih^vk\6Tnereast the number .^^ Of course the Captain cttised to sfnile^ 
and was tcM by his friends, that he was in gf eat luck that he did 
riot also cease to live. 

SirOh-''anefcdcrt^s as these prove more than volumes of argurii^nt^y 
(bat all this inah^s eenduct was the wanton sava^eness 6f hJi nature* 
This- sangritnary and cruel sportiveness of mind i«ras ctlriced oif 
almost every otcasion ; for besides the cases before mentioned, in" 
Which be annoyed the living Pierre Frail cois, by fey ing upon the* 
burning faggots at his feet, the headless trunk' of Bouqui V be alsdr* 
$rin6y«d Thisbe, befoi'e her execution, by the prtifcnce 6f her hU8l:and; 
a-iding Ibc apptehenfionf of kis aaecatloik to th^ tefroirs of her own y 
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to prevent which she died, declaring hk ionoeence ; and this peo^ 
man Felix was ofdeited to stand bj» and see his anfortanate wife 
hanged, beheaded, and burnt ! La Fortune was also executed in the 
same maaner^ at the same time, after having been detained so lon^ 
in jail as to be dying bj inches, sp that he was so weak he ^nld not 
walk. This long detention in jail was greatly aggravated by the 
crud mode of coqfiaement ; for Michael Gordon, who was hang* 
cd uiider tt^e same absi^rd pretext of sorcery, w^ previously can* 
fined upon his back during six whole moniis in one coajUnusd potture^ 
Such cniel treatment, occasionally, rori^i/ by the inflictioii of torture^ 
rendered^e not worth preserving ; and thpreCbre the poor wietdict 
willingly said, or signed, or su^knowledged, any thing proposed tA 
Aem, that could terminate, by execution, their long contimied so^ 
ferings. ; nay, did Qot Thisbe fay, ijirheQ going to meet her death, that 
it was '* only as a drink of water to what she bad already endured !" 
It was a part of this cruel Gk)vemor's plan, according to the advice 
of his Catholic Griend De Robles ; to make himself dresvifiU lest he 
should *^ be despised,** What a despicable ppinion must his friend 
have had of him, to induce such advice ? an4 how despieable mn4t. 
he not have been in his own opinion to adopt such advice ? Bat he 
determined to be feared, as he ^uld not be loved ; and he thcrelbie 
prolonged |he sufferings ^f the dead, in the memories of the living* 
by exposing upon pikes, on the sides of the roads going firom the 
town, the heads of the people executed* 

By such means he certainly succeeded in preventing hitntdf ffoai 
being opeafy despised, while he vi;a» avaaedfy dreaded: foi by his 
punishing these poor people for die supposed exercise of sepematorai 
powers, *the negroes were taught to believe^ diabolical agency, and 
in bis power to reast it ; and they were 'therefore equally afhud of 
him, and of the heads of these victinis of his iq£smal poli^» But, 
conceive to ypuiself the situation of the European Ladies, whe^ u^ 
to frequent the^ roads for exercise necessary to preserve tl^r health. 
Xone could venture abroad while such exhibitions lasted : and as 

^ " • • • 

if, with the intention, to fe^t his niind on such objects, ^t the same 
time th§t he exercised his body, thb Governor peostantly took his 
morning and eveaing ride where he could behold them. 

Upon finisihng oiy last letter,! adverted tp the plea of necessity 
w)uQk be urged for the severities of his government. I ask yon, 

¥ 3 vrhftt 
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Vhat necessity can be pleaded for such a system as this ? and if so1< 
diers had mutinied, or private individuals had nfiisconducted them- 
selves; they ought not to have been executed without 'a trial. . But 
there were no soldiers accused, nor executed for mutiny ; nor were 
there any negroes accused, nor executed for insurrection. How could 
execiiting^ such people without trial prevent desertion or mutiny ? or 
how could torturing women and children, and burning men and wo* 
Inch for witchcraft, prevent mutiny and insurrection ? Would not such 
shameful and cruel conduct be more likely to excite mutiny among the 
troops, and insurrection aniong the negroes, thanto preserve tranquil- 
lity and safety ? Governor Pictpn has laboured to give an impression, 
that much was to be dreaded from French emissaries in Trinidad ; but, 
the only Frenchman who he sacrificed, in order to render himself 
dreadful, rather than be despised, was Jean Baptiste Richard, whose 
trifling feult was formerly stated, and who, at the time ofhis execu-* 
tion, exclairacdf— ** King George did not send Governor Picton here to 
hang us up like dogs, but ckaqueun a son iot^rJ** He might as 
well have hanged up Mr. Beggorat (the gentleman who advised the 
torturing of Louisa Calderon), because he was the brother-in^aw of 
Jean Baptiste Olivier, who was condemned to be hanged for treason 
at Grenada. It is true, that if he had hanged Mr. Beggorat, as was 
once in his contemplation, he would have been less despised for it, 
though he would have bc^en less dreaded by innocent people, than 
he was for hanging Richard : and yet I should have conceived such 
«' measure, either from a desire to be loved or feared, very unjustifia- 
ble ; and, as far as I know, also as unmerited as was the death of 
Richard.' This plea, of the necessity for, such unparalleled severities, 
fell to the ground, when it was proved before the Right Honourable 
Privy Council, that there was no mutiny in the garrison---no tumult 
in the town-*-nor any insurrection .in the country : that the Courts 
were always open — the prisons were secure — nor was Martial Law 
ever declared. There was not even the shadow of excuse for the 
conduct he adopted, unless upon the score of the advice of Don 
Christophe de Robles., But, as he could not excite the love, he de- 
termined to command the fears of the inhabitants ; therefore, the only 
necessity, he can make out, is the nece^ity of hcingfeared^ in order 
!t6 avoid being despised. ^ 

This hero of The Tragtdy of Trinidad is not a well cast Character : 

he 
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be is wicked; but he is oot accomplished in his wickedness. Wbefi' 
he was taking these iast wards out of the mouth of his deceased 
Catholic adviser> he should have taken care, to pat into bif mouth 
iess exceptionable terms ; such advice might tend- to inthsee such A 
horrible mode of governing, but it i^id not justify it. The nature land 
consequence of such advice is a useful lesson to men in pow^r, to 
keep themselves independent of those about them» who are too fond 
of giving advice : and it is an anSsver to your silly remarks concern* 
ing West India Chancellors : for> yoo say, there b nothing ridictiloUs 
in a soldier acting the part of a Chancellor, because tbe'case is tx^ 
, plahied on both sides by legal advocates. You bdght to have saidf 
that, the case, even if made out right on one sidei is sore to be di8« 
torted on the other; as only one can be right, and therefore the 
irguments of the other must be wrong; and as both tndeavoar to 
persuade the Chancellor, how is he to decide whose opinion he^ught 
to take, if he be no lawyer himself? For instance, must not the 
arguments which Mr. Stephen is yet to deliver, in favour of t^rture^ 
tend to induce a wrong decision from our Judges, if they Wete not 
lawyers, capable, as they are, of sifting his sophistication^ ? for hit 
arguments must be the more fatal to truth, the more he enforces them 
by his ingenuity — and, indeed, his cHent has not done wisely ia 
choosing a man, to advocate his causci who, in his hearty abhors tbo 
cruelty of his conduct. 

• You say^ as to West India Chancellors, that an honest man of 
good understanding can easily distinguish right from wrong. If we 
take Colonel Picton as an example, your argument is unsuccessful ; 
if we take yourself, it is equally ^so ; for that he has done wrDng in 
his government is proved in too many instances ; and that you have 
done wrong, ui asserting what he has done to be right, is also evi«- 
dent. What are you both, then, who have so badly distinguished 
between rijB^t and wrong ? D© you pretend to be ^* honest men 
«wM good understandings/' or honest men -without good nmlerst»ad« 
ings ; or have you good understandings without honesty ? As to 
yourself, you cannot pretend to much understanding, if you believe 
in the necessity for the exercise of his cruelties ; nor can y^n pretend 
to much honesty, if you defend them^ not believing in the necessity 
that he pleads. 

But however he may persuade, of you may be foolish enough to 

believe 
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tiriicvc in the necessity for such an unprecedented n^odc of govcrninj 
under the British flag, it is fortunate for the Colon jr of Trinidad'^ 
gratifying to the Sidmouth Administration, and highly honpurabid 
t6 the character of Colonel Fullarton, that he could neither be be* 
frayed, i)or forced, into a participation of f uch measurcB 5 for'jt waf 
liotenoq^, that Colonel FuUarton had no intention towards, ^tn^ 
would not encourage a retrospect ; more was evidently required i^f 
him, to preserve peace with Colonel Pictou, thith Colonel FulU^rton 
j»uld* or would, sacrifice; for it certainly never was iq Colonel Fu It 
larton*iB prospective plan, to allow people to line banished without 
cause assigned, imprispned without speciiication of oflenoe^ and 
banged without trial ; and ay this niode of governing would hftvo 
been a tacit reproach to the preceding *^ mildness*^ ivith which^ ac-* 
C9i'4ing to ypur opinion, Colonel Picton tempered Spanish severity 
yfxik British mercy / the Governor anticipated- th^ reproach of hu-r 
Inanity ; and by his consequent outrageous' conduct, made it neces^* 
pary tha^ Colonel Fullarton should resist Colonel Picton's modes of 
governing \ ^d, therefore, he specified the measures in which he was ' 
fietern^ined noj; to participate, nor to permit to be continued. ^ But 
Colonel Picjion wm not secretly accused. The charges against hini 
were not privately spnt home. Colonel Fullarton openly read th« 
charges against hin) in his presence, and before the Council of th< 
Jsland. What is the conduct of officers when charges are preferred 
against them ? Do tliey not demand a trifil ? But has not Colonel 
l^icton continually resorted to every rtieans,'honoarablc or dishonour- 
able, just or unjvist, to avoid a trial \ and has he not, with the aid qf 
fuch friends as yourself, privately traduced, and publicly libellody 
every person connected with the Island, who. he knew to be ad« 
verse to his obnoxioqs conduct ? thereby expecting, to deter iha 
quiet, the cautious, and the timid, depending fbr the rest upon his 
daring defamations, aqd wicked fabrication^. As one instance of th« 

♦ 

latter, I need give no other proof than his endeavouring to get Col. 

Fullarton recalled from Trinidad, by falsely sUting in an official 

letter, that Colonel Fullarton was a in state o^ po^tive insanity J ahd if 

a respectable Gentleman, officially intrusted with Colonel FuHar^ 

ton's dispatches, had not at this moment ^o opportunely arrived, tliis 

base falsehood would have answered the purpose ; for.Colpnfl Ful- 
larton would have'been ordered to be sent home, a$ *' the Ministers, 

unsuspec 
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Qnsospecting that party spirit could pojssibly be cartled io far, liitl 
named a person to succeed" him ; and the Messenger who took thd 
letter to (he Kiog^ advising him to name the successor, was onl^ 
stopped at Buckingham -house *." Fortunately for the people <Jff 
Trinidad, this daring wickedness was defeated * and, in the meko 
dme» Colonel Pictpn was ordered by General Grinfield to leave die 
Island^ which he took care to effect iecretly^ and in the dead of 
tk^ night* *- 

The secrecy and promptness of his departure were consistent with 
the secrecy of his cruel motives^ and the promptness with which he 
executed them. You notice this event with that ** convenient ambi'^ 
guittf** which y«u so readily attribute to others : but in speaking ot 
the two addresses to Colonel Picton, and Colonel FulUrton, you 
iHrefully omit to state the different degrees of their popularity in the 
Island, as evinced by Colonel Fullarton*9 address being signed if 
more than four times the number of British subjects that subscribed 
to the address for Colonel Picton, besides the long list of Ibreignettf 
and free coloured people. 

You have complained of ** convenient ambiguities'* ill several of 
yovn discussions upon tnis subject, and upon occasions, when, what 
appeared to you to be ambiguous , or what yoii pretended was so^ 
Was nothing more than a backwardness, to enter, too early, and to9 
fully, into argunients, upon facts, that were expected to come under 
judicial 'investigation ; but yoii are now bereft of every opportunity 
io complain of ambiguity, in the statements and arguments that 
I have laid before the public ; for yon must acknowledge that I daVQ 
Oeen phin ;ind explicit enough.-— You say, that you give ** a de- 
tided preference to appeals to the public through the medium of the 
Ptess.** So shall I, whenever the politics of a Cabinet may shut me 
t)ut from the justice of the Court§.-i-And you shall find, that J aI>o 
/* value the Freedom of jhe Press too highly to sacrifice it to the 
dread of personal inconvenience." • But Colondl Picton is neither of 
yoor opinion, nor of mine ; for he has tried to suppress the Liberty 
6f the Press in England, as he did in Trinidad ; and he is as aversd 
to go to trial himself, as he was to afford a trial to those who hd 

* These are the very iv»rds of the communication made to Co]Qnel FuIIar« 
ton by the abovementioned oificlal gentleman, dated r9th Mafi i3oj ; of whicft 
Colonel Fullarcon made no secret to the astonished Colony. 
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§o illegally «3fccutcd. You have also' found, that our Editor values 
^tbc Liberty of the Press as highly as you do, and dreads as little 
(f^tif persopal incopvenicnce. He feels with e^rultation that he it 
not In Trinidad ;-— and he knows that British Jurymen will not for-r 
get how to calculate the value of the Liberty of the Press, wbils 
they remember, that upon the protection of the Press, and the pre- 
icrvation of the Triaf by Jury, all their other Liberties depend, 

pEft. 25, 1 827. pECfUS, 



ii ■ J I I I I ■■ 



LETTER VII. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE ANTI-JACOBm BEVIEW. 
, SIR, 

I MIGHT now close my account with you, on the part of the 
Author of the •' Political Account of Trini»^ad," leaving you the 
consolation of calculating the advantages which you may derive from 
the nudity of the new situation in which you, and the group with 
vrhom you have associated yourself, now appear to the Public. But 
lU(9 in defence of my friend, I have, in some measure, also performed 
a public duty, by exposing a system of de^ti^m, cruelty, and in- 
j^qstice, unparalleled on J^he records 6f British Government, and 
\n the annals of British history; and, of which » as a system 
that is disgraceful to human nature, you have endeavoured 
to excite the public disbelief; I shall, therefore^ endeavour to 
complete the performance of the public duty, upon which I have so 
far entered ; and shall keep upmy correspondenoe with you, in or- 
der to take an occasional retros'iect at those numbers of your Re- 
view, which you have disgraced with remarks, that you were obliged 
to go out ofypur way to introduce, under the title of the ^* P^tonian 
Prosecution ; " although no publication, under such a title, was ever 
given to the public, or to you, which sufficiently proves the offi- 
ciousness or venality of yoi^r interference* I shall alsa iQontinu^ 
my address to you^ from a hope arising out of the concluding para- 
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gnpb of jonr September niimber» which k indeed bat a fiunt hope, 
that you may yet be brought to a 'sense of your former Ciults. 

In my last Letter I requested' to know, whether you prctead to 
hpnesty and good understanding* or to cither of them , and to which 
of the two ? This paragiaph of your Review looks like a prettece 
to both, and perlvips it is a step towards ^ao* recantation* But this 
passage is bow be(bre the pubHc. The part you have already acted, in 
what ypa hive called the ** Pictonian Prosecution ,*' is now public 
enoM^h. What you may do hereafter will be strictly noticed, and 
frjedy commeoted upon ; and the public will be enabled to appre- 
ciate your honesty and your understanding. The ** difadty** and 
** painfulness^* of your task, upon this occasion , every one will con- 
cede to you, who knowf how much falsehood you had to Varnish, 
and how many crimes you had to flov^r. If it be true, diat you 
mean jn future to be ^* actuated sMy 6jf a lave of truth ,** yon must 
not merely *^ disclaim ^^^ but ' you must jfrave, that you have '* no 
spurious motives I** and either perform your promise of sel^correc* 
tion, or subject yourself to the continued ** reproach of a viljul dis^ 
regard to truth.** If you had qot professed to be well informed in 
the afiairs of the gcyemment of Trinidad, *'from papers and dock' 
ments^* some excuse might have been* made for you on the score of 
i^gnorance ; and, indeed, even now, some excuse may still be made^ 
though it must be at the cxpence of the little anderstanding you so' 
greatly value ; for you kno w^ that you did not obtain any '^ papers 
and documents** froni Col. Fullarton, add that all the ** papert and 
doofmentsy* which yon have seen, were obtained from Col. Picton' 
and bis party ; and therefore you have oondemned your pretensions 
to impartiality by deciding upon such espaUe evidence. It was no 
proof of jrour 'honesty, nor of your good understanding, to decide 
lipon such princi^es ; nof of your knowledge of mankind, to ex- 
pect, that all the World, upon hearing only one side of the qiiestionp' 
would go ak>ngwith you to beheve, that Colonel Fullarton Is 
widcti, against whom'iiaf one charge is preferred, and that Cokmd 
Picton 19 innocent, against whom so many horrid charges have been 
proved by dbnble tiieir number of itritnesses. 

But **fram wh4teter cause it ma<f hone arisen f** that yoti have per- 
formed your task with such palpable partiality, you have iioii^ no 
pretext for such dcciaolis ita future ; for you now know sonietking, 

G and 
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%nd you shall know stUl tnore, of the black side of Colonel Picton't 
conduct* Among all the ** various papers and documents put in your 
possession in the Pictonian Prosecution,^* he was never able tp furnish 
you with one single proof of any danger , from within , or froni with- 
out, that threatened, in the least degree, or at any time, the tranquil- 
lity and the safety of the colony ; and yet it is pretended by his sup- 
porters, 'that he preserved the Colonic / and that the Government and 
the country owehim much on that score. But this is all a fahe fa- 
brication, contrived to impose upon his Majesty and the public. He 
neither preserved the colony against internal nor external dangcx — ' / 

There never was.any danger-*for there never was an enemy ; and if 
there had been any enemies, his' cruel conduct was more calculated 
to encrease their number, by exciting desertions and internal con- 
spiracies, than to preserve the colony : and the only means of de« 
fence devised during his government, and partly executed at a great 
ex;pence, was a proofs that he knew better how to contrive instru- 
ments of torture, and cruel exeautions, than to construct fortifica- 
tions, or to execute plans for the defence of the Island. He caused 
a tower to be erected above the town, and h« called it, in honour 
of the counjtry that h^d the disgrace o^ his birth, St. David* s Tower ! 
In truth, he would have done less harm to the colony, and more 
honotkr to St, David, if he had planted a garden of leeks there : for 
this tower, which was ijitended by him as a tower of defence, will 
etrtainly be the means of destroying the town, whenever an enemy 
shall attack the Island, if St. Payid's Tower be not demolished in 
the mean tinae, as it ought to be, for the safety of the colony.' * 

When tl^e French Qeet threatened the Island, since his nocturnal 
fight 9 the present commanding officer abandoned this tower as un- 
tenable, and was obliged to remove all the ammunition from the 
laagaxine below ; for this tower immediately commands the maga- 
^ne, and if gained by the enemy, from the land side, of course the 
n^gazine would be lost with it ; and nothing could be easier^ as 
ti^iji tower is also commanded by higher ground. Upon this eleva- 
tion f^lsp, the fpundatioi) of ano^r tower was laid ; but this was 
found to be also commanded^ and therefore the foundation of a third 
was bf^un4 but that was also commanded i and so badly chosen 
was this place for the purpose of fortification, tjiat the positions were 
so con^msmded by qnp l^eight abov? anoth^^^to such a distant?, as 

rendered 
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rendered a perfect line of fertificadoii inapoittble to ht aceomp&hed ; 
and, therefore, thii; plan of fortification was, at last, totally letin* 
quished as impTacticable : ^o that the firsMower whidi thb dreadfal 
Colonel ever erected is now abandoned to St. David, and the wild 
monkies, who will remain in quiet possession of this dis^cefiil mo* 
nument of his military ignorance, until an enemy shall obtain itp 
who will consequently be enabled thereby to drive the inhabitanti 
from the town ! This was the only attempt he ever made to preserrt 
the Island from an enemy, who, fortunately for the colony, ncveif 
appeared, nor ever threatened an invasion, notwithstanding all thai 
motives there were to a revengeful attack from the Spanish Main, ai 
well as an insurrection in the island : for instead of presen^ng the 
Island, it ^as often been a matter of astonishment, that his crueltiea 
did not rouse the people to rise upon him ; and no ^ne can deny, 
that in such an events if he took care to preserve himself whik the 
troops quelled the insurrection, he would Men^havebecfn able (asay^ 
that the Island had been in danger, though he were the cause of it; 
and that the Island was preserved during his government ; though td 
his made of g§beming the loss of the Island would justly have been 
attributable, if such an event had happened. But no Such opportu- 
nity, for claiming the merit of preserving the Island, couki be brought 
about by all his ingenuity, added to his cruelty : in truth, his plan 
was too cruel to succeed, even upon his own principles ; for his con- 
duct was so unnaturally dreadful, that the spirits of the people were 
completely broken. Do you call this his meritorious preservation Of 
the Island ? He would have rejoiced in subduing a foe, though 
raised by. his own plans, rather than not to have had aneh a 
pretext for being called the preserver of the colony. He ceffid&ly 
gave every opportunity, if the people had been disposed, for ihstir« 
taction ; for, on the 12th of February 1803, he issued ordei^, t6 the 
military officers under his command, to refuse all aid and pfo* 
tection to the civil government, anfl to the inhabitants. Tlfit'was 
certainly affording an opportunity for tumult and disorder ; and had 
any mischief occurred, he would* no doubt, have ste|)t in, aftdr the 
country had become sufficiently endaagered, and, with nulitary force 
at hu command^ he niight have saved the colony, so as to give even 
such a false colour to his preserving pretensions. 

His conduct towards the Spaniards on the Main wai equally cn^' 
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culated to ex^tCxH, revengeful attack, and to interrupt^ and^revent^ 
that pomnK^ciid intercourse^ which it ought rather to have been his 
study to pTomote. The people on the Spanish Main were niore 
willing to trade with Trinidad^ than to annoy the trade, or di^urb 
the tranquillity, of that Island : but Governor . Picton^ forgetful of 
^e true interests of his country, and regardless of the national cIuh 
racter also^ sacrificed every thing to the plan of rendering himself 
irt^iffulf in trder not to be despimi y aiJid therefore he extended his cru« 
tits^ even beyond the limits of his government ; and, as he foolishly 
Voast^d in bis address to the Privy Council, he *^ carried. alarm. into the 
heart of Spahifh South America IV. Yet he pretends that this was the 
means of preserving the colony, instead of preseiving it by keie'ping; 
up. a friendly understanding with the peacefully dispo^d neighbour-^ 
ifig'Settlepients; or by enoouraging a liberal conamercial intercourse, 
and ther^b^ rendering the cession of Trinidad a source of \vealth9 
instead of alarm^ to the opposite shores. He tells the Privy Coun- 
ct], t);iat he sent such an' alarm into the very heart of the Continently 
that the Spanish Commandant offered S0»000 dollars for his head : 
thus, by his own account, pTx>ving, that his dreadful conduct induced 
a reward to be offered to those who would attack .tire Islattd,>and 
bring ofF his head; Which, then, are we to believe; that such 
a cbndact tended more to preserve the Island or to endanger it ? 
.It is "burning day-light" to argue the question .-^Did the exe* 
cution of the ^aniard^ called AJareon, for a criofie alledged to be 
committed on the hi^ seas, tend to preserve the Island ? Must 
not the tortutlng of the Spanish sailoife of a trading launch, and the 
execution of the f;in«c^n/ GuyaCaree Indian, excite revenge in th# 
continental neighbourhood, destroy their confidence in the Trinidad 
Government, and prevent the commercial intercourse, which \i had 
been the object of the British Government to promote, b^ afn order 
of Council made for that purpose ? But, as though he were desirous ' 
to leave no doubt of his having produced effects so contrary to 
what he e»ght to have produced, he ajjows^ that he *^ carried 

• • , 

alarm into the very heart of Spanish South America ; and, it is true, 
that he at least did his utmost to produce such an efFect| upon variou^ 
occasions ; for, in addition to his illegal severities in the Isfand, he 
extended them to places v^here there were no apprehieasions of his 
power. 
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upon one pcca$i<U) he cpnfiscated a cargo of cattle from Augtii^ 
tura, consigned by one PinateUi of that place, to Monsieur La;arre 
in Trinidad; whiclf confis(!ation was contrary to the instructions of 
Mr. Dundas, dated 8tU April 171^7* Upon other occasions, he sent 
armed vessels an^ forces, to concinilt depredatiorfs upon the Spanish 
Main» Tkust x^hen Ijis mind coiild dot devise mischief at honie^ 
l^is active disposition contrived cruelties abroad. He pretended, that 
bad subject had left the Island, and iiaa settleid upon the continent* 
If this were true, he ought to have rejoiced at getting rid of thettl^ 
instead of desiring io bting them back ; but that was not accordant 
to his disiinsitiori ; they had escaped his power, without feeling his 
vengean<fe : and the tacit reproach to hig mode of governing, by 
pref<;rriiifg io live even under a Spanish government. Was a ttitti^t 
in /lis catalogue, to be marked by his sevefesi f eseniment. He/iher^- 
ifore sent an armed force to the p^adelble ^ttlenifent which ^me 66* 
loured people had been allowed fo niake on t(ie shore of the C6n* 
tinenf« The male inhabitants tied up into the country, upon the 
two English schooners anchoring near their habitations, and they 
earried with them, as iiiihself declares, ** alarm into the very hea'ft 
of Spanish South America." But tha^ was not all the evil of thU 
unjustifial^ie expedition. The poor females, aniong whom tvas a 
Madame Oehin^ together with the children, were dragged from 
their habitations, to glut the revenge of the disappointet! Governor ; 
who, i^ was expected, would be furious at the escape of the unhappy 
husbands and fathers of these helpless atid innocent prisoners.--^ 
But a merciful Providence prevented the exercise of those tortures, 
and cruelties^ to which these defenceless victims were doomed, if 
they had arrived; for, as it has been well described elsewhere^ 
** they were put on board an insufficient Vessel, and perished in k 
fulph, where hurricar^es were never knbwn !*'— -Equally unjustifi* 
able, and Equally irritating to our Spanish neighbours, w&s his con* 
duct towards Eslevan Duhoisy a Spanish planter, on another part of 
the Continent. This gentleman remonstrated with two sailors of an 
English privateer, who had pursued, totheshofe, a Spaniard who 
had escaped from the privateer by Swimming, after having beea 
forced on board, at Trinidad, to pilot the privateer on a predatory 
expedition against his owft countrymen. The remonstrance had 
ife offset upon his pursuers, v^'ho relinquislied their tinjust preten- 
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sions to this man : but, on hearing the story; Govcmur ttctbn ftJnt 
a sufHcient force to seize Dubois ^ the Spanish phinter, who, after 
being dragged from his house to the vessel, vrhence he had the 
cruel mortification ^f seeing his house and plantation in flames^ wai 
conveyed to Trinidad, and there he was imprisoned during on« 
year eight months and seventeen days ; at the end of which period^ 
instead of being alIov\^ed to return to recultivate his land, and to re« 
trieve his unmerited losses, he was put on board an English vessel^from 
whence he made his escape, but has never yet received any redress. 

Such Wtre the means by which he contrived to send ** alarm 
into' the v«ry heart of Spanish South America!'*— But, t^k, were 
these measures calculated to preserve the Island of Trinidad ? or was 
it not rather very natural, that 20,000 dollars should be ofiered to 
those who would attack the Island, and bring away the head of this 
British tyrant ? who could not be satisfied with the cruelties he 
exercised within his own government, but extended them to the 
peaceful districts on the neighbouring coasts. What prcterisi6n», 
then, has this man to be considered as the saviour of the Island ? 
It is the most false fabrication that ever was imposed upon a Kings 
or that ever waff played off upon the credulity of Ministers ; and 
it must be for ever deemed so, until this Governor can bring for- 
ward a well specified case, proving, beyond doubt, the danger of the 
Island while under his government, and the proper steps he took t6 
defend and preserve the colony. 

£ut, something more specific than the gi^Uimaufiry of cleclama«> 
tion^ abuse, and adulation, which he presented in his address to 
Ministers, will be required by the public, who will be found less 
credulous than Ministers were, and more indignantly susceptible 
of the insulting audacity with which such chicanery was accom* 
panied. And if it were possible to make out such a case, which I 
assert it is not, yet, even then, no dangers of the Island can 
warrant the exercise of illegal severity, in cases of women and chil- 
dren, and of pretended witches and sorccrerS| and all the othet 
cases, neither connected with mutiny, insurrection, nor inva- 
sion. No I he never was the saviour of the Island, but he 
certainly was the destroyer of the innocent and defenceless 
people. But the alarm which he boasts to haye. sertt " into th^ 
verj/ heart of Spanish South Amcricfi** has produced its natural 
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effects in the resistance of the Spuniards, though they could notbe 
induced to engage in hostile expeditions from their peaceful con- 
tinent. The repetitidn and obstinancy of such resistance wa« 
predicted in the postscript of Colonel Fullarton's Letter to Wm, 
Fawkener, Esq. Clerk of the Privy Council, dated 26th of 
January 18061 which runs as follows : 

« I trust it will not appear a deviation from the subject of 
<« this address to solicit your instructions, whether it is intend- 
<* ed to hold forth to other conquered colonies the bless- 
*' ings of British Government, as exemplified in Trinidad, 
<< in the manner promised by General Beresford to the inha- 
«* bitants of Buenos Ay res. 

«« In that case it will hardly require a prophetic spirit topre4ict, 
*< that the promise of these blessings zvill produce the same spirit 
•* of resistance in all similar instances, 

" It may be proper to remark, that the ship Nuestra Sehnorm 
*' Det Carmen, arrived in Trinidad from Rio de la Plata in great 
** distress, in the month of March, 1803, during my absence 
*« from the Port of Spain, while employed in the survey of the 
«* Island. The Captain of this vessel received extremely harsh 
^* treatment from the Junior Commissioner;* and the [accounts 
f^ which the officers and men received of the blessings of British 
^* Govenjment as enjoyed in > that Island, were carried back to 
<• the Rio de la Plata, and could not fail to excite the unfa- 
** vourable sentiments of the natives towards the English, in 
*' the same manner as the recital of the acts of British Govem- 
** ment, in Trinidad, has long ago become the theme of repro- 
" b'aiion in the Court Gazette of Madrid, and in all the sea-ports 
*<'ofthfe Spanish Monarchy/* 

ft is evident enough, from these facts, that the resistance in 
the first instance, and the obstinate repetition of it, on the attack 
by 6eneral Whitelock, is in a proper degree attributable to the 
unhappy affairs of Trinidad, while under the government of 
Colonel Picton ; and I know that it is already a subject of much 
significant conversation, that Colonel Picton has not been sent 
to trial lor the numerous and serious charges so long preferred 
against hiin; while General Whitelock, on the contrai'J", is at 
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Uncft ofdered to a Court Martial. Upon such comparisonf 
b^ing made^ the partisans of Colonel Picton arc ready , juritl) the 
convepicnt, though false remark, that the difiereitce jj; the tw9^ 
C5»«es is, that General Whitelocl^ hst a uMny^ ^ut Colpnel 
P/cton preserved one* When I hear this falt^ statexpent mad^ 
J lose all patience^ ^s I Hnow that hi^ conduct was the reverse' 
of every principle of preservation ; ar|d that if the Island, mm^ 
jniraciously preseryed, i^ was preserved 9nly by a kind Provi- 
dence^ from t/i6 extrenu. evils of his bad gavernmnf^ ^and not 
from sujph eneix^ies ^ General \yhitelock had to encpunter, an4 
for whose desperate resistance General Whitelock i| not a little 
Indebted to the drea4 of English Government, which Co^pnel 
piiptPa professes to hayc sent "info the very hiart of Spanisf^, 
South America^*' Sucb ^ ^Ise comparisoa, in. these cases, can- 
|iQt be again made^ npw that the Public are undefseiv^d ^ to 
th^ jfl^<r situatiojl of th© cplpny of Trinidad, as far as relate^ t^ 
f n^ other er^emy than Cplonel pictop aiu} his Catholic advisers j 
fp|r, Jruly, they were the pnly enemies that ever disturbed th^ 
peace, and injured the prosperity of that truly Ipyal cplony^ « 

.^.et those who are within the reach of Colpnel Picton 's pltut 
fible persuasions, be on their ^uard how they credit his contrar 
fiction of the circumstantial stateipents which I have laid before. 
the Public, with every e^cactitude that the distance of time j^nd 
place renders possible* His unqualified denial of facts, and hi^ 
pre^ensipns tp invalidate, by defamation, the evidef^cjB so Map-f 
ported by docqiper^ts, and so perseverincly brought forw^d by 
]iis accusers, will avail hiin nothing, while he continues to shuffle 
^nd shift from public investigation. The Publi<; vyijl- nq 
longer be satisfied with those secret inquiries befpipc Mini^^ei^s, 
vhiph ought to be made .in our public Courts of Ju^i^e, w^ier^ 
lieithc): ministerial influence, nor political corxuptioni ca^ scjpeen 
the delinquent from the due exercise of the law i and that 
fiUch^nW^^ inquiries are injurious to public justice, and.ta the 
j>atipnal character, there never \yras a stronger proof than in the 
i^se before us* But how shpuld it be otherwise, when politi- 
C:ians fopn a Court of Inquiry, instead pf the legal judges of the 
country ? Ppliticians, who arc drawing different ways fxxwa the 
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same motive — the desire to obtain^ and to hold, ther^ins of Govern* 
ment. Ought the scales of justice, also, to be held in such hand^ ? 
the hands of men, who, while basking in the sunshine of Royal 
Isvour, forget, in their prosperity, the sufferings of their fellow- 
subjects ; and who, at other times, freezing under the frowns of 
legal displeasure, would sacrifice any thing to be restored to tho 
Royal presence ; reg^dless whether the sacrifice is to be made ia 
constitutional principle, or in common justice to the people. 

Upon what grounds have we any reason to expect justice from 
the hands of politicians ? Why should ministers be anxious to 
bear the burthen of such responsibility, when there are established 
tribunals before which criminals ought to be arraigned ? It wat 
the cause of most of Colonel Pictcn^s £iults, that he took upon 
himself to decide, when there was a Chief Judge, to whom the 
accused ought to have been turned over : and shall it be a ground 
of popular copplaint in this country also, that men accused of 
crimes are not all, alike, arraigned before the same sufficient tribu- 
nals ? If the accused be innocent. Ministers need xvot be uneasy 
about his going to trial ; for they know, that he will nol be pvu- 
oished if he do not deserve it : and if they know that he does 
deserve punishment, how can they janswer to their country in 
not sending him to the ordinary sources of justice, that it may 
be dealt out to him according to his deserts ?«— Well may the 
worid exclaim, *< this man is astonishingly protected'* — '^ we 
cannot understand it." It is, indeed true, Mr. Editor, that it 
^oes appear inexplicable ; but the accused himself, in his impni* 
dent intemperance, and sometimes in the intoxication of his vani- 
ty, has given hints which may explain such extraordinary pro- 
ceedings : and yet I am unwilling to believe even the exposures 
of hb inadvertency ; for he has lost all credit in my mind, and 
I should suppose in the public mind too, since his ^' incntal rescr^ 
vaiion upon oath,*' and his villainous charge of insanity, in order 
to get Colonel Fullarton turned out of his commission* But, if 
the public are not yet satisfied of his habitual falsehood, because 
only one or ttoo instances have been exposed, I will lay before the 
world another instance, upon oath also^ in which his falsehood is 
proved, not by inference, but by the affirmative and the negative 
•of a fact being bolh contained in one and the svne affidavit ! 

H . ^^ Extract 
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*' Extract from Council Minute of the i^th of May ^ ^805." 

" Mr> Sullivan attending in his place, was, at his desire, 
sworn." 

** He was then asked what observations he had to offer upon 
the subject of the said letter, and stated,'* * ♦ * ♦ 

(I need not repeat Mr. Sullivan's contradiction of Dr. Lynch's 
letter, as it has been since publicly contradicted on oath-: But 
several questions were put by the Earl of Buckinghamshire and 
the Lord Chancellor, and were answered by Mr. Sullivan ; and 
^fter much contumelious declamation from Colonel Picton) : — the 
Earl of Buckinghamshire " declared his readiness to be examined 
on oath as to his conduct in any proceeding- with reference to 
Colonel Picton, and to answer any question Colonel Picton 
wished to put to him. 

•« Colonel Picton declared, that he had no question to ask his 
liOrdship, and that he did not mean by those expression? to point 
at Lord Buckinghamshire. That he had in truth, and in conse- 
quence of the comm\inication made by Dr. Lynch, pointed 4t 
Mr. Sullivan ; but that he was now perfectly satisfied with what Mr* 
Sullivan had stated.** 

Now, Mr, Editor, however much we had cause to impeach 
Colonel Picton's veracity, I do not suppose you will doubt the 
verity of the Minutes of the Privy Council, which I have given 
as above, verbatim et literatim. Judge then of the unblushing 
falsehood of your pretended Saviour of Trinidad ; and at the 
unpardonable folly of the professional man, who suffered Colonel 
Picton to make an affidavit, which, from the contradictions it 
contains, could not be used in the cause wbich it was made t^ 
support, 

" In the King's Ber^ch, The King in the prosecution ©f 
the Right Hon. John Sullivan against Edward Alured Draper, 
Esquire." 

^" Thomas Picton, of EdWard-street, &c. Esquire," &c. — 
^* He this Deponent was asked by the Right Hon. Lord Chan- 
cellor Eldon, whether this Deponent was satisfied with the ex- 
amination of the said Prosecutor." — " And this Deponent fur- 
tl^er saith, that he this Deponent did not express dissatisfaction, 
but bowed assent (thanking the Boa;*d, &c.)-V And this Pepo*. 
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nent further salth, that so far from being satisfied therewith, h# 
this Deponent, immediately after Jie withdrew from the said Boards 
expressed his belief to Mr.' Faulkener, (&c.) to the contrary'.'*— 
" And this Deponent lastly saith, that he never did, either directly 
or indirectly, ej^ress himself satisfed with any explanation offered 
by the said Prosecutor, nor. zoos this Deponent ever so satisfedi** 

You may now reflect, but with little comfort, upon what sort 
•fan authority you, and others, have been calumniating and libel- 
ling Mr. Sullivan, Colonel Fullarton, and the other persons who 
Colonel Picton has instructed you to defame. Here is a man ask- 
ed by the Lord Chancellor whether he is satisfied. He declaim 
on his oath, in the King's Bench, that he «« did not express dis» 
satisfaction^ but " bowed assent.''* While on the minutes of th« 
Right Hon. Board of Council, it it written, *' that he was per* 
fectly satisfied ;** and yet he has the audacity to swear in the sam« 
affidavit, that he never expressed himself ** so satisfied^** either 
*• directly or indirectly /" Who can believe such a man in future ? 
who will believe his mere assertion, that he was the Saviour of 
Trinidad ? who will believe his assertion, that there was any neces*^ 
sity for the horrid cruelties he committed there ? What must th^ 
Right Hon, Members of the Privy Council, and especially my 
Lord Eldon, who put the question, think of a man who sweart 

■ 

that he bowed assent, but never meant it ; and conducted himself 
with such shameless duplicity towards this Right Honourablft 
Assembly, as to produce a minute of his satisfaction to be entered 
upon the records, and then afterwards swears, that he never did% 
tither directly or indirectly ^ express himself so satisfied ! 

If Ministers believe this man in future, we must believe, that 
extreme credulity is inseparable from political Administration ; 
and if such an insult to the truth and dignity of siich a Right 
Honourable Tribunal is not to be punished, we must also con- 
clude, that political cowardice is as necessary to the quiet m^ 
nagement of public affairs, as a tranquil disposition, in a lady, is, 
tp the good government of domestic concerns. 

DECJUS^ 
Jak, I, i8o8, , 
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LETTER VIII. 



TO THE EDITOR OP THE ANTI-JACOBIN RIVIEW. 
SIR, 

. When .reference is made to your Review of last February, 
and the . expressions of the note to the i82d and 183d pages are 
compaie4 with the indisputable proofs of the ungentUman-likt and 
7tn(^^cer4ilc£ conduct of Colonel Picton, added to iht/alsehaods and 
criminality which I have lard before the Public in my former Let- 
texs^ it becomes difEcjiilt to apply appropriate terms of reproach to 

ycux nik adulation of him, and your wholly unmerited and sc^rri' 
Icrus abuse of Colonel Fullarton. 

. . Those who have read the preceding Letters, must laugh in con- 

* tetn^t of you, on reading the following quotation. After stilting a 
glaring untruth, (that Colonel Picton's innocence has been proclaim- 
ed and approved of by his Majesty) you ctate, that Colonel Picton 

* is ** as bravt and as skilful an officer as ayty in his Majesty's service ; 
mit who has secured the applause and esteem of some of the highest 
ornaments of his profession ; a man, with a richfy endowed and high- 
fy^cultivaied mind; of most enlarged and honourable sentiments ; of 
Mld'oJxA fptdcmaidy manners ; ardent in his pursuits ; firm and 
rcsokits itL the discharge of his duty ; but humane f charitaUsj gene^ 
rmsj af|d good !!! Such is the man whom Mr. William Fullar* 
ton hat d»red^ in his various memorials, to brand as a murderer^ as 
ail 4naiy ta the human race !!! Let this sdj-sujlucient and Joul^ 
jDsoxithed Soot learn, from one who espoused the cause of his opp^*^ 
nent ^delyfrom^a regard to truths ixxA {torn. & sense oi justice ^ tha^ 
while he would glory in tha namtj character y and qualiiies of Tho- 
mas Picton, not the wealth of Ireland, nor even that of India, 
could induce hifii to take those of William Fullarton," 
Let me ask which of the Anti- Jacobin Editors it is who thus. 

• "txpressn himself ? If it be his Worships he is rightly associated 

^ith |ii$ Antig^mm friend ; but if it be tbi& Uivny man of Y — k 
<■ .^ himself. 
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himself) it is truly ridiculous to hear him talk of glorying in th» 
name and character even of Colonel Picton, or of any man who has 
a name and character, however bad thev mav be. The name, cha** 
racter, and qualities of Colonel FuUarton would indeed ill beEt 
such a mjongrei : but, certainly, ,thc real qualities and conduct of 
Colonel Picton would have been more befitting this man of Y — k 
than himself. He, who cannot possibly be known to be the son 
of any ichiie man, because he is not white ; and yet would disclaia 
a negro father, because he is not black j- — this man, who never had a 
right to any real name^ and who now glories in onCy that be has as» 
sumed only from a disgraceful event — ^that he should boost kow 
much he would *< glory in the nam«, character, and qualities of 
Thomas Picton ; and that neither the wealth of Ireland, nor Indii^ 
could induce him to take those of William Fullarton," is so shock* 
ing to all decency and decorum, that it must excite the reprobft* 
lion, and the contempt, of every honourable and rcspecUMe £mii9y< 
in the United Kingdoais. 

If it were my intention to burlesque Colonel Picton^ I Vfould writt 
vhat you have seriously written in his favour. But let tu nm 
over ag^ the qualities and character that are attached to thenani 
•f Th<Mnas Picton, as they now appear in the Anti'Jfacobin and 
Sundaj^ Reviems. That he is «< « braoc and skUful OjgkerJ'' How 
krtEoc he is, was proved by the alarm he felt at the presence of %hm 
oiLA woman called Du^al i^^^-^nA by sending^ instead Qi gmmf t# 
carry, *^ alarm into the heart of Spanish South Amc^ca ;" aa4 
by surprising, and carrying offj. Monsieur Dubois, Mmiamc Dcbm^ 
and other wnuen, with their helpless children, instead of ntakiag 4 
oom fjksi of AxcusTVRA, which might have been as. easily accoos- 
pli5hed«**\Vhether he was also as ^* skilful as any OJker in kis 
Majesty* s service" is ascertained, by his plan of building toiweis 
ia honour of St. David ; as well as by the unmilitary au^mcr ill 
which he received General Grin€eld, on landing in-Trinidad* ■■ 
He may have obtained, by deceptions means, the tcmporuy ^' ap^ 
plause and esteem'* of same high officers ; but he will find that ho 
has not '- secured " them ; for the veil is torn ofi^ and thoM 
who art ^* ornaments to his profession," must tremble for thc^hor 
racter of the profession, if it can be sopported only by such 
as this man hos had recourse to.-— You give Upi a ^^ richljf 
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€d and highly cuhivated mind.'* Was this statQ of mmd proved hjr 
admkting the possibility of mtchcraft and sorcery ? Shall we give, 
as proofs of his " honourable sentiments,** the trick of alledging in- 
sanity against Colonfel Fullartoh ?— -the act of turning the widow 
GriSiths and her three daughters out of their own house, in order ta 
put bis mulatto woman into it ? — his bribing, through this woman's 
means, mulatto spies in most of the families in Trinidad, and espe- 
cially those who disliked him ? — His nocturnal flight, when he 
became so outrageous, that General Grinfield ordered hifn off the 
Island ?— His " mental reservation** in an affidavit, to prevent my 
Lord Ellenborough from sending a mandamus, as he intended, to 
Chief justice Nihel ? and his duplicity before the Privy Council, 
as proved in my last letter, by his affidavit, containing at once the 
affirmative and negative of the same fact ? — The ^^gentlemanly man-- 
fiers** which you attribute to him, were exhibited in shewing to old 
Mr.Moss his s.on-in4aw hanging to the gallows — and in telling poor 
Gallagher he was " going to hell with a lie in his mouth :" — and 
most particularly in abusing CAtV^^Mjiic^ Nihel, when he called him 
a ** pusillanimous reptile,** because he would not sanction the hang-" 
ing'Cf a man without a trial. But his ^^ mildness** was very con* 
^icuous in not hanging Captain F — rie, formerly mentioned, who 
^^d^red to smile'* when ony threatened with the' gallows. He cer-* 
tainly was ^^Jirm and resolute** in what he called " his duty^** i. e. in 
hanging people without trial, and burning people alive. Malarum 
rerum audacia Jortitudo vacatur ! He was as neglectful of what 
9€aUy was his duty ; for he so seldom manoeuvred his troops, that 
from not knowing even his voice, they fell into confusion, and irre- 
gularity, when he gave the word of command to them. You finish' 
ybur high eulogy of him, by asserting, that he was " humane, chari* 
taUe, generous f and good !'* Your readers, and mine, are now better' 
able to judge of his humanity, since I have laid before them the 
crimes with which he is charged. He was very «« charitable'* to 
those against whom strong truths were told; and he was very 
tt^ generous** to all who enlisted under his blood-stained banners. 
But to whom could. HE be truly good, in whom there was no mo- 
ral good !— You may well exclaim with all your emphasis-—" Suck 
is thie man whom Mr. Fullarton has dared, in his various memo- 
Ktllli te brand a$ a muj^i^rer, a^ ao enemy to the huihan race T ! \ — 
• And 
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And I will add my exclamation— such is the. mail) who to the dis- 
grace of oar country — in dcEance of justice, and to the discoontCo 
nancuig of all virtue, moral and religious, is allowed to stalk about 
in open day — bullies the Frinters for publishing his crimes — black- 
guards the characters of ajj who accuse }ii™j or who sire called in 
jevideiice ; and boasts of the means that he possesses of intimidating 
Ministers ! 

But, I forgot; you add he was " ardent in Jos pursuits," — He 
was so, but it was in the ^^ pursuit" of wealth ; and yet his friends 
boast that he was not mercenary. . . 

Horace exposes this staU trick, of /pretensions to ni^^ virtues 
•n account of the abc-ence of on£ vice — 

Noa es ararus : abi. Quid ? cetera jam simul iito 



Cum vitio fugere ?- 



Quid te exempta juvat spiais de pluribus uoa ? 

But I will shew,^ that this thorn was as deep in his side as aR 
the rest. He was only a Major when he went to Trinidad : kt 
him shew in what consisted his riches at that time. He was in that 
Island about six years. The first four years he only had the paj 
of about 320L per annum, as Lieutenant-Colonel, with the usual 
allowances ; from 1801 to June 1803, ^^ ^^ additional two 
pounds a day as a Brigadier, from the same period to the arrival 
of the Commission in January, 1803, ^^ salary was at the rate 
of about 3,oool. per annum, as Civil Governor; and for three 
months he was entitled to about 500L as Second Commissioner. 
Now, all this amounts to but a trifle, considering the expence at 
which it must be calculated he lived, in the high situation he liad 
to support. How then does he explain this fact ? that when he 
left the Island he was in possession of property valued at from 
eighty to one hundred thousand pounds ! Can it be explained by 
R$scttc's contracts for serving the garrison with certain articles ? 
or by such confiscations as the cargo from Angustura to Monsieur 
Lazarre ? — or by buying negroes at a cheap rate from the jail ?— 
or by such facts as are related of his taking money out of Mr. 
M'Bumie's hands, as the guardian o£ minors / and employing on 
his estate fifteen slaves of this said minor,' galled Savignon ; who^ 
when he came from Granada, being of age, to claim his money and 
slaves, \^ abused by this Governor ; was old he was an un-r 
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p«Slor; but •n proving that iic was the identical SavignoUi w« 
then accused of being a Brigand, thrown into jail, and thus kept 
out of his property ? — can such an accumulation of wealth be 
otherwise explained, than by such cases as these ? — to which may • 
be added, the case of that immenst heap of stones, which being 
Quarried at the public expence, for the pretended purpose of 
building a public jail, was conveyed, as can be proved, to this 
Governor's estate, to be employed in buildings ; which added from 
ten to fifteen thousand pounds to his property ?— Dpes not this 
last case also expose a cause of great alarm in the inquiry which 
Colonel FuUarton "(so unluckily for Governor Picton), made 
about the afiairs of the jail ? But the following case provei 
something explanatory of Governor Picton*s means of becoming 
rich. Goverh#r Picton bought a plantation of a Spanish Gentle- 
man, who, in consequence of his faith in the arrangement made 
^y the Governor*^ for the payment of the instalments, bought a 
plantation of a free coloured man; but, on applying to the Go- 
remor for the payments, when due, he was refierred to the Gover* 
vor^s partner, who, in turn, refused to pay him ; fto that the Spa^^ 
fuatd could nat pay the coloured man, because the Governor did 
not fulfil his engagements ; which, when he told the Governor, 
also informing him, that the coloured man would not be any 
longer put off, the Governor asked the name of the coloured man^ 
tnd bein^ answered, he exclaimed, '' i know him well, he is t 
rascal \ if he gives you any farther trouble, send him to me, and 
I will banish him from the Colony as n traitor or brigand."' ' 
The Governor had not forgot the old advice about making i 
fortune*— 

'■■■■ '■ '■ rem facias : rem, 

Si possis, recte$ si non, qoocuaqae mfido rem. 

It is very evident, that he found a Governor had opportunities 
of making a fortune ; and he proves, that his situation was more 
lucrative than it ought to have been, by stating in his address to 
the Privy Council, that Colonel Fulhrton was disappointed in 
his views of also making a fortune in Trinidad. 

I have now exposed the falsehood of the three great principles 
on which this man rests his defence^ by proving that there nei- 
ther was nor could be, any of those ijjttjifticiwhkh he asserts 
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forced him to be so crsr/ ;-^hal he was ai wtfuUfy mercenary as li€ 
was iUegaUy cruei; and dud kstead of being the wsmomt of Trinidad, 
HE ought to have iu share of di^race for oar lost Jaorels on die 
contincDt of South America* 

Will yooy aikcr ail this« still exckim in folsome adulatiott, ^' suck 
«74t tie mtm,** &c as above qaoted £rom joar book of libels?— 
But allow me- now to give joa some knowledge of the Gentleman 
who yon have with Such unwarrantable ins<^ence called a ** u^ 
suficiemi and fnd-^omtked Scoj/'-^The following esctract alludes to 
an expedition proposed for South AmeriG^ by Colonel Fullarton, in 
the year 1/80. Sir John Dalrymple, in the Appendix No. 1, page 
114, oftheSvo Edition of his Memoirs of Great Britain, printed 
1 790, writes thus : — ** Since publishing the first Edition of these 
Memoirs, I have learned the drcomstances of the above ezpedibon* 
It was planned and proposed to the Cabinet Ministers by Colimd 
Fmlioftm^ of Fullartpn, who acted in conjunction with the late Cokw 
nely. then Major Madcenzie Humberstooe^.the first of whom had 
never been in the army, both representatives of £unilies, among the 
m^ ancient of their country, yMMg, generous^ spitited^ ga^, and 
teholars* They raised 2000 men at their awn eipe^ice, with nnusnai 
dispatch, and involved their estates to a very large amount, by pre- 
parations for the expedition, agreeable to the terms on which Go* 
Temment had adopted the proposal. — ^The object of it was, an at* 
tack upon the coast of Mexico : but the unexpected breaking oi|t of 
the Dutch war obliged the expedition, intended for Mexico, to be 
sent upon an attack on the Cape of Good Hope ; and when that was 
found improper^ it was employed in the war in India, where Colonel 
Mackenzie bravely fell in his country's cause. — His friend returned, 
on the peace, covered with laurcb, to defend her liberties in the 
Senate." 

The laurels he acquired in India are testified by authority of high 
rank in the country, in the army, and in the opinion of the public* 
Earl Macaithkt writes a letter from Curzon-street, 6th April, 
179^, to Colonel FuUarton, from which I shall make, extracts of 
particular passages: 

** I reflect with pleasure on having, when Governor of Madras, 
entrusted you with commands, in which yon have acquitted your- 
self with signal advantage to the public, and much hooour to yonr. 

I self." 
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^f, "-*.<« i employed you on the most ftrduom ecc^iontr* '— ' ^ t 
/ound it necessary to lend you to the southern {mrt of the Peninsula 
©f India,' '-a*** where you soon ^ced the enemy to retire wlthid 
their own botindari^/'-^** You pursued theiti, and wrtsted from 
4hem one of their rtiost important fortresses."-^** It was a work not 
less 'difficult to reduce the rebellious ^olygars, who bad constantly 
infested the southern provinces^ than to repel the invasion of the ^x« 
ternal enemy. Thili was happily effected by you, with little expfence 
eff blood and tr«isure t and ydu contrived to leate an impression Oft 
their mindft, which has rendered them ever since that petiod peace-* 
able and usiiful subjects." 

Sir John Macfh&rsoN| Governor General of India i in li letter alstf 
writes-^ 

•* You had the honour. In a principal dcgreef^'of closing the wa^ 
Upon the Coast of Coromandel, by the extensive ai^d Very valuable 
conquests which th6 army, under your command, had eflFected in 
Tippoo*s country ; and which compelled him to sign the peace of" 
Mangalore." 

As a proof of a conciliatory disposition^ read the fotlowitig fronl 
Keivblm t)iGBV5 Esq. of the Civil Department of the Sontherii 
Army :— 

** To that ^rfect hslrmony tod co-Operation with cvtty class anct 
description oTpcfrsons, whether King's or Company 's^ civil or mili-^ 
tafy, ftiiust, in ^ great measure^ be attributed our i*apid success^ 
wifhout^ dberogating in the smallest degree from your military supe-' 
riority.^* 

Major-General F<iltBi8 Writes a^ folldi^s :*-^*t You Were placed 
jit the hea^ of an afrmy, in as difficult a situatkni ks pe^aps ever fell 
to the lot 6T all Officer ; and, iri the Command of d)fki army^ yovi 
, conquered z Very tlch and extensive cotlntry." 

It t^ould Jbe ihore tlian the limits of this letter* will admit, t6 pub^ 
Ush all Um: doi^ttments that prove Cobnel Fuilarton's claims as a 
Soldie^i tothe thanks of his country ; and as a Gentleman, a Scholar^ 
and a Pbilosbpher, to the esteerh and respect of the honourable^ the 
](!slrned, and the wise : but whoever reads the ignorance you displa]^ 
of bis true character, in your viilgaf and abusive terms, concerning 
lus iiodcpendetit and meritorious conduCti in endeavouring to bring a 
public dtlinquent to jastioe-^who, to repel his desert^ accusationSj 

has 
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lus been as scurriloui aad abosiTe as yoarsdf, will atHy iflngiae^ 
liow indignant such a man, as Colond Fullarton, mttst faly at th^ 
vmigar invectives and emptp pretensions of Col. PictOli» who^ instead o<: 
haying erer performed any services to his countrjr, eithar m thejsdd «r 
iu the Senate, has brought down upon the Biittsh Government the 
opprobiium of foreign nations ; and has stained the page of British 
history with supb blots of blood, such deeds of despotism, and inch 
crnel crimes, as will not be effaced by all the c^rts of the wiieak 
L.egislators, for ages to come, should those of the present age any 
)ongpr neglect their duty to their country, while it is yet in their 
power to perform it. 
J4ir. 8, |80|. J>ECIUS, 
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LETTER IX, 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE 4NTI.JACOBIN REVIEW. 

WHj£N, to gratify malice, men betray the littleness of their mindt 
by descending to acts which every Gentltman mast feel himself su« 
perior to, sadi men deserve to be treated with that indigimnt soom 
whidi your conduct merits, for the low cunniQg that marks yonf 
attempts to niislead the Public, in respect of the character of Colond- 
Vollarton. You have never dared, in all your revilings agsunst that 
tlistinguished Soldier and Senator, to attempt the task of pulling 
dowfa those monumenti of liis military and parliamentary famei|that 
are so conspicuous in the Records of the East India Company, imd 
\n the Annual Register of the Parliamentary Debates* Yon knew, 
that such an attempt would be as fruitless as it would be invidious ; 
but even that would not have prevented you from taking the chance 
of doing him an injury^ if there had been even the most distant pro* 
spe<^ of success. You dared not attempt it, because it would have 
called the public attention to an inquiry into his public services, 
"which would have ended in your shame, and would have renewed 
the publication of his military superiority and parliamentary falentS'i 
W^ as they were too meritorious to serve your vile machinations^ it if 
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bisy to understand, how, in order that the Public might have no clue 
to his real character, you have endeavoured to mislead your readers, 
by calling him Mr. instead of Colonel Fullarton. Hitherto you 
havesucceeded ; for who could suppose, that Mr. Fullarton, who you 
have so reviled, was the Colonel Fullarton so well and so long known 
by bis services in India, and by his eloquence in Parliament? 

Having already torn off the flimsy veil with which you have en-» 
deavouredto conceal the crimes of Governor Picton, I began, in mf 
last Letter, to remove the veil with which you have also endeavoufed 
to hide from the world the striking contrast produced, by opposing 
the injuries which Colonel Picton has done to his country, to the 
gredt, yet unrewarded, services of Colonel Fullarton. I have shewn', 
from Sir John Dairy mple's Memoirs, that, so long ago as 1780, 
the conquest of South America was a great object in the mind of 
Colonel Fullarton ; and that he proposed it to Ministers, and raised 
£,000 men for the service, at his own expcnce, and involved his 
estate by preparations for the expedition. — Now, it is understood, 
that Trinidad was retained at the Peace of Amiens, for the express 
purpose of opening an extensive commercial intercourse with the 
adjacent continent of Spanish South-America ; which Col. Picton 
effectually prevented, by sending, as he ha£s boasted, alarih into the 
very heart of that country. But Coh Fullarton 's object, in accepting 
the office of First Commissioner, was, with a view to t/iose very im- 
portant commercial operations, to which, from a very early period of 
life, he had devoted his attention ; and not from those self-interested 
speculations, which Colonel Picton appears to have so well under- 
stood to be connecte:! with' a West Indian Government, as to turn 
them into a source of wealth to himself. — But Col. Picton has even * 
reproached Col. Fullarton with the effects of such disinterested ser- 
vices, by calling him an insolvent man ; which reproach is cruelly un- 
justitiable, even if it were true ; and if it were so, who would have 
most claim to the thanks and rewards of his country ? Colonel Ful- 
larton, who has expended his fortune, has ruined his health, and has 
spent his whoje life in the service of his country ? — or. Col. Picton, 
who, instead of having spent a fortune in his country's cause, has 
accumulated immense wealth in onfy six years ? . and whose bloodless 
sword, whenever it is unsheathed, must accuse him of an inglorious 
tnilitary career, distinguished only by his unparalleled cruelty : foi* 

it 
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it was never told of him, that he ever fought a battle, excepting ift 
Wales with Farmer Williams, when they quarrelled about the taxes* 
Lucrum iurpe res pessima* — If his hands were a^ unspotted with pelf 
and human gore as his sword is unmarked with proofs of honouN 
able warfare :— if he had spilt a tenth part of that blood in the field 
of battle, with which he has polluted the peaceful plains of Trini* 
dad, his renown would have stood upon fairer ground : but when Hfe 
waged war, it was with pretended Witches, and Sorcerers, and 
with Women and Children; or, if he had men to encounter, it 
was not with the swerd that he destroyed them, but with the halteri 
the TORTURE, and the faggot ! 

But, because Colonel Fullarton would not sully his well-earned* 
fame by a participation in such a sj^stem of government. Col. Pictott 
charged him with pusillanimity in Trinidad^ and with violent revengts 
zh Eutrlaud, Two such opposite qualities are incompatible with each 
other in the same mind ; and however much it may have suited his 
different plans, in these different countries, to urge such incongrui- 
ties, neither of these qualities are necessary to explain Colonel Ful* 
lart»n's conduct; nor was this the first time that ///> principles of 
action were evinced on such occasions. So far from his repugnance 
to, and abhorrence of, such cruelties being at all attributable to any 
personalities, dr any plan against Governor Picton, I shall prove^ 
that seventeen years ago, before it was ever in Governor P;cton's 
most sanguine expectations to have the opportunity of abusing so 
serious a trust, and when he would have been proud of even obtain- 
ing a company under Colonel Fullarton's command, who has had 
the honour of leadinsr to srrcat victories officers who are now Col. 
Picton 's superiors : — I say, even seventeen years past. Colonel Ful* 
larton was called upon, in his place, in the House of Commons, to 
give his opinion upon conduct, which, .in an inferior degree, re- 
sembled that which has since been witnessed in Trinidad. — General 
BuRGOYNE, on that occasion, said — 

** I cannot refrain taking notice of one of those officers who is 
present (Colonel Fullarton) whose conduct has been illustrious, and 
whose sentiments I hope to hear upon this particular subject. The 
Honourable Gentleman will pardon me for thus directing myself to 
him, but I confess a farther motive for offering hirti a testimony df 
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fny respect. Many years ago I warmly remonstrated in tkis House 
ggalnst the nomination of that. Gentleman to a high military rank^ 
\^ithout his having passed thrpugh the subordinate gradations. I 
thought it an injury to the ^rmy, and a bad precedents I am now 
h^}py ip an opportunity ppblicly to acknowledge that his scrviees 
t^ave justified the act. More enterprixe and sound conduct^ more; 
jiljility in every branch of the military profession, has hot been shewq 
by any individual ; an^' I rejoice that the country was not deprived 
.pf his exertions."* 

Colonel Fvillarton, in the apurse of his reply , made the follow^ 
}ng observations ; which, though so many years anterior tp th^ 
^imes of Colonel Picton, are remarkably apposite to his case : 

<^ I must beg leave, said Colonel Fullarton, to enter my prot 
test against any such doctrines as appears to be Conveyed on the 
part of Captain Williatps ; namely, an idea that unqualified obe« 
f}ience is due to any the n^ost cruel and apparently illegal order. 
Such doctrine may be admitted at the Durbar of Delhi, or of 
P^de, Such doptrines might have been approved in the Prc^ 
fiance Chamber of Richard III. when '* off with his head,** 
VV^s a sufficient order for executing thip first scibje^ pf tliia 
realm. But, in these better times, in t^e year 1790» the words, 
♦^ Pwt Mustapha Cawn to death, it is the Coionel*5 order tha( 
you put Mustapha Cawn to death','* nay, if he had addc^* 
f' It is the King's order that you put Mystapha Cawn to death,*' 
these words, I presume, will be found no justification fof ^n act of 
bloodshed." 

^* He next solicited the forgiveness of the House for having 
intruded on them with these observations, excited chiefly by 
his , apprehension of the very fatal consequences that might bef^ 
the unfortunate natives of Hindostan, if a commander could 
ensure obedience to any barbarous and bloody order that avarice 
or rapine might suggest. J-,et the Hpuse recollect, thai in the 
course of Indian service, inilltary commanders arc frequently 
invested with the mingled powers and joint authorities of Su- 
peiintendants of Districts — Negpciators wi^h ^ilicd and tribu« 
tary Princes, and Collectors of revenues. Now, if any order 
pr pprwannah from ?;ny pf tl^ose allied or tributary Prii\ces, no 

* ji'arlianne^uary Debates, Vol. $7, p. 282, vfd 233. 
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matter how unjilsdy issued^ or how irregularly addre^ed, fed 
ittfficient authority ibr a British officer, in command^ to issud 
orders of death against any Indian native, and if every mWitsLrf 
person under hin> ht obliged to execute such bloody mandate, 
I should be at a loss Whether most to deplore the degraded con« 
ditipn of the British officer^ and the army in that quarter of the 
Worlds or to lament the oumia:6ous violatidUs and calamities ttt 
vhich whole provinces might be subjected by thei cruel and 
rapacious disposition of any individual tvh^ might be entrusted 
"With such unqualified and unwarrantable powers.*'* 

Suck were the sentiments which Colonel Fullartotl publicly 
professed upon this subject, so many years before he knew 
that there was such a man in existence as Thonias Picton ; and 
to thb day, such are the principles upon which he has acted 
towards him. Nothing can be more natural, than that Colortel 
FuUarton should deplore the degraded condition of officers and 
soldiers placed in the situation of executing illegal and Cruel 
iacts :-^But it would be more wonderful than it really is, that 
tile officers did not remonstrate against the performance of such, 
painful duty as that which was imposed on them in Trinidad, if it 
Were not true, as it is/ that the troops employed with the othet 
persons who attended these executions, were, iii general, altoge^ 
ther of an extraordinary description ; for there were concerned 
in these nefarious transactions Frendh jailors and eXecution^rsi 
with Spanish alguazils ; and Negro soldiers with French offi** 
cers, in the W'est India regiments. While he had such agent* 
as these at his command, it is not so wonderful, as at first it 
would appestr^ that he was able to carry into effect his system 
of terror, without hinderance or remonstrance ; and it may 
easily be conceived, that he never could haire carried his cruelties 
to such an eJLtent, if such instruments had not been under )x\i 
command. Judge then of the critical and distressing situation 
of the adopted^ and more particularly of the natural subjeds of Great 
Britain iu Trinidad, when placed under the absolute controul of 
9uch a man, while possessed of> and disposed to use^ such means as 
WeYe in his power. . 

Besides using such means as these, the imprudence^ and I am 

* ParliaRifAtarj Debates, vol. t;, p. 294 Mid 295. 
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l^rllllng to believe, the ignorance^ of Ministers afforded him oppor<* 
tuuities to intimidate the people against sencling home their Gom« 
plaints ; for be exposed some letters from England, expressing^ in 
general terras, his Majesty's approbation of his conduct; and these 
be magnified to the French and Spanish inhabitants, as unquahfied 
confirmations of all the acts of his government. Who then could 
vepture to remonstrate at home any more than abroad ? As ad- 
chesses to his Majesty arc attended to only when transqiittcd to the 
Secretary of Staters Office, and will not then be attended to unless 
transi^itted officially by the Governor ; therefore no public reroon- 
ftrance against his government could be obtained from the people ; 
for every individual who might sign it would be a marked object 
ef his vengeance. And even if men could have been found bold 
enough to brave his revenge, such remonstrating addresses would 
not have been forwarded by him to the British Government.— 
A loyal congratulatory and grateful address to the King, on 
the last peace, was condemned by him as an act of sedition. Some 
of those who signed it were sent, to prison ; ?Drae were dismissed 
from public offices, and others were deprived of their Militia com- 
missions, while he intimidated the ignorant foreigners from signing 
it, V»y assuring them that it was an act of treason, and should be 
punished with confiscation, &c. ; and all this, though the address 
did not contain the least complaint against himself, but because of 
its containing the following prayer* in favour of a British Constitu- 
tion : — " We humbly beg leave to represent,, that, next to our most 
anxious prayers, which will be continually offered up to Heaven 
for the long life and perfect health of the best of Kings, and for the 
continued blessing of peace, we earnestly hope your Majesly will be 
graciously pleased, as speedily as in your Majesty's wisdom 
ipay seem expedient, to complete the happiness which wc 
already begin to feel under the cession of this Island to our mother 
country, by extending to your faithful and affi^ctiouate subjects, in 
tb'S colony, the privileges apd protection of the British Constitution, 
as experienced by a free representation in a House of Assembly, and 
in the trial by jury — privileges which we ought to inherit in com- 
mon with our countrymen ^under your Majesty's mild and beneyo- 
lent Government in Great Britain and its numerous colonies," * 

* rolitical Account of Trinidad, p. 83. 
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I cdl yppn you Mr. AQti-Jsu^obin, and aU the other yeoal props 
of Colonel Picton, to justify his conduct in the affair of thii 
innoceoty and to any but himself, this inoffensiye address ; ner 
was it offensive even to him in any other pointy than that which re- 
lated to the British privileges of/ree representation and Trial hy Jury ; 
privileges, the introduction of which into that Island, he frequent* 
ly and publicly avowed he would use all bis influence with Mi- 
sisters to prevent* And this was consistent with his true charac-p 
ter ; for, the enemy to justice aud humanity will eyer be the enemy 
to freedom. 

It has been asked, why did not those persons who came to Eng- 
land, or who were residing here, represent his conduct to Ministers ? 
I^t it be recollected, that anonymous representations would not be 
attended to, and personal applications for redress were dangerous ; 
for. Ministers could not with justice refuse to name the accusers to 
the accused ; and in that case, although the accusers were here, their 
property, relatives, friends^ and agents were obnoxious to Governor 
Picton in Trinidad, and would severely feel his inevitable and fatal 
vengeance. Such was the reason . actually given by a gentleqfum 
when in conversation, while in London, he excused himself froni 
not exposing to Ministers the horrible instances which he bad seen 
of Governor Picton*s despotism and cruelty. 

Thus I have explained how it happened, that his crimes 
'Vj^ere never properly exposed, until, by his artful, but^]uusnc* 
c^ful, intrigues to draw or force Colonel Fullarton into an ap« 
pipvs^ of his paft, ^nd a participation in his future, criminal 
mode of governing, he over-reached himself by falsehood and 
new outrages, which brought to light a disposition to tyranny, 
and illegal severity, that was not before believed by tho^ who 
bad not witnessed his sanguinary system. His first act of in- 
trigue and £iIsehood was to cause the publication of Colonel Fullat- 
ton's speech, on his arrival, to contain unqualified expressions not 
only of his own approbation, but also of the unqualified approbation 
of Ministers, which were never uttered by Colonel Fullarton nor 
evier entertained by him ; and this was m order to commit Colonel 
Fullarton, in a proclamation, authorising ** the continuance of all 
igatters qf administration in the Island on the former footing,** 
^|4ch Colonel Fullarton would not constnt to. The next false« 
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Bood was* that of alledfging to those who . detested Colonel Pictoit 

for his cruelties, the plan of packing a Representative Committee, 
which he apprehended might show an open aversion to him in 
future ; and therefore he contrived^ by this fabrication^ to cause the 
meeting to be adjourned sine die* 

!fbe next w^s a fabricated speech, contrived for the same pur- 
pose, and to which Captain Shelton's name is added as a certi-< 
licate, in the British Neptune of last Sunday ; but though this 
is* consistent with alji the other fabrications of Colonel Picton 
and his party, it is also as unlike Colonel Fullarton as any other 
of the falsehoods which have been so repeatedly manufactured.. 
But there is very little danger that such documents will receive 
the least public credit in future, since the exposure of those 
deliberate and corrupt acts of falsehood, of which Colonel Pictor^ 
has been proved to be guilty, by authentic documents in my 
former LtCtters. It does net appear a little extraordinary, that, 
though Captain Sbclton ha,s been so long in London, his report 
of this fabricated speech, was never inserted in ihe Newspapers, 
pntil after his departure frorq London to join his Regiment at 
Gibraltar ! 

Colonel Fullartpn was known to be mild and conciliatory, and 
therefore Picton and his party calculated upon overbearing hirh 
by outrages. But these calculations were erroneous : for, they did 
not know that he is as determined as he is cool ; and. that \\\% 
perseverance is always commensurate with the difficulties which are 
opposed to him, more especially when belabours to drag villainy to 
day-light, and delinquency to justice. 

It was also well known by Ministers, that this was his cha- 
racter, from his upright and disinterested conduct in India, and 
from his sentiments so forcibly expressed in Parliament ; and that he 
could never be induced to tolerate torture, nor illegal and cruel 
execution : aftd therefore, {f they knew that such was the mode of 
Cfovernment to be vised in Trinidad, he was unfit for such uncon- 
stitutional systems, and ought to have been made acquainted there- 
with, in order that he might have declined such an odious duty. 
But I cannpt believe that those Ministers were acquainted with 9uch 
enormities, 0r they never would h^ye allowed Colonel Picton to have 
b^^ any share in the Commission, '^hey would have removed hlni 
wholly frona the Governments Thcie 
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There ii a pointy #hicb it is as necessafy to tx^tsia to Ae publie^ 
•8 that which I hsve already exphuned relative to the difiicolty and 
dangers that prevented remonstrances fsom being sent from the peo- 
ple .of Trinidad. It is contained in these questions :— ^why were 
not all these capital charges laid before the public earlier ? and whjr 
was the case of Louisa Calderon^ alone, carried before a Court of 
Justice ? Because persons accused of murder committed beyond the 
seas, according to tbe 33d of Henry VIII. chap. 25 » must be first 
examined- before the Privy Council — and when " three of the Privy 
Council shall think any person so examined to be vehemently sus-* 
peeled of murder," — the act goes on to state, that his Majesty's 
Commission for Oyer and Terminer shall be made for the speedy 
trial, &:c. It is a fact that Governor Picton was edcamined before 
the Privy Council, and seven cases being each sworn to by at leasf 
two evidences, he was committed and held in custody some weeks, 
and then was held to bail in 40,0001. to answer any charges oimur^ 
der or murders. Surely it cannot be imagined, that he would have 
been committed, unless there was-^* vehement suspicion of murder,**'^ 
That there was ground for such *' vehement suspicion^* who 
will deny, when the facts were sworn to by more than one 
evidence in each case ; and this, I humbly submit, was all that 
was nec<!ssary to comply with the 23d chapter of the 3 3^ of Henry 
VUI. ; after which, I hombly conceive, more was not legally in the 
power of the Right Honourable -Privy Council than to send him ki 
trial-*— nor indeed has any thing more been done, for certainly he has 
not been declared by the Pnvy Council to be innocent, nor hzsheyet- 
ever been sent to trial. But while the cases werp before that august 
Tribunal, proper decorum forbade the publication of them'; and for-» 
bearance w^ observed while it was expected from the justice of that 
Board, that he would be sent for trial, to the ordinary Courts of 
Justice ; as it is not understood, m this day, that the King's Privy 
Council decides in cases of a capital nature. The practice of the 
Star*Chamber must not be revived. If the Privy Council are to act 
as a grand jury, let the accused be sent to trial when *' vehement 
suspicion of murder is proved 9*^ according to tbe 33d of Henry VIII. ; 
BSi has been the case, in the capital charge against Colonel Picton* 

Butthe case of Louisa Calderon was not a capital case, and there-* 
fore it was rejected hy the Privy Council^ and was carried into the 
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Court of King's "Beneh, before my Lord ^Il^borougliy t6b^ tried 
tinder the 42d of Geo. III. : so that the merft of ol>tainid<r the 
justice hitherto obtained in that case is due to this act^ commonly 
called Lord EUenborough's. Torture being a misdetheandr, cannot 
be tried under the 33d df Hcnfy VlII. ; and murder beyond the 
seas cannot be tried by Any other act. Therefbre, Cddnel Picton 
now laments that hH is not charged with One more capital Case ; for, 
if, instead Of otlly twenty-nine Capital ckses, he had also hanged Louisa 
Caldeton, instead of o/ify torturing her, it is probable that he would 
not at thi^ day have httn tried for that charge, though he has been 
tried and tonticted for the torture. Such opportunities does the 
S3d of Henry VIIL afford for the escape of those who commit 
' crimes beyond the seaS, because they af e first to be examined before 
/ Ministers, tvho soihetinles think it advisa^e^ and sometimes not ad- 
tisahhy to Send a Governor to justice. In thtf case of Governor 
Wall it was thought advisable ; and when condemned, it was not 
thought advisable to pardon him. But in the case of Picton, there 
has been no occasion for consideration ^ Whether he is pardonable, or 
should be pardoned : our beloved Sotrfc^ign, ** in whose Crown the 
bfightest geni is mcrfey,'* has not been allowed the opportunity of 
exercising that amiable clemency towards this man, who nevet 
exercised clemfcncy towards any man* 

But as Governor Pitton^s friends repeat fatr him, even in pub)ig 

cdfFee-robms, the bold recriminations with which he prctemds to be 

furnished for intimidating purposes, I may take an opportunity in a 

a future Letter of laying such explanatory matter before the Poblic, 

Jan. 16, 1803» DECIiS, 
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LETTER X- 



fo TlIlE JEDlfOR OF THE JNTI^JACOBIN RE mm 
SIR, 

IN your Dccembtir Rcvictv, yoii havt again introduced the 
** Pictonian Prosecution,** although no book under that title was 
cter published, Ot even written, and therefore iMss never «eat to you 

for 
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' for crUidfitn. When "barristers mix themselves in their clienU^ 
affairsi dr descend to the transactions of Attomies, their more re* 
spectable brtuhren condemn such extraordinary proceedings, as un« 
becoming and disreputable. It must be deemed equally so, when 
a mani who pretends to be a literary critic^ departs from his proper 
business of criticism^ to mix himself in the business of parties ; to 
enter into all their scurrility ; and to assist them with his pestiferous 
• breath, to blast the ^me of persons of whom he has nm knowledge ; 
and' in the darkness of his secret situation, allows his arm and dagger 
to be directed, by the hand that pays him* to the backs of men whosje 
facfs he never saw, and whose just resentment he dares not to meet. 

As i'Write anonymously, my writings are fair game as well as 
your own. But when I have written any thing of men, whose names 
I have mentioned, it must be evident from my circumstantial state- 
ments, that the characters are personally known to me ; and any de* 
fence they may set up, you shall see can be refuted ; or any pro** 
secution they may institute shall be so far defeated, that the world 
will be convinced they have merited the severity of my strictures. 

But your conduct, and the conduct of your employers, is not so 
justifiable* You venture, with the boldness of cowards who are not 
seen, upon every species of falsehood and detraction, calculating, that 
if some of your shafts can be warded oiF, yet others may be so 
aimed^ that their poisoned points may inflict wounds^ which, from 
not being early enough perceived, or because the antidote can only 
be derived from some distant region,, will be in the mean tinie little 
less than mortal* 

Such assassin-like conduct is naturally to be expected from men, 
who uphold the use of torture ; Who believe in the necessity for pu- 
nishing sorcery and fvitchcraft ; and who prefer death without trial— 
execution by the faggot-«-and the licentious use of tha Press in the 
destruction of innocent characters, ** over the less certain and more 
expensive mode of establishing truth in a Court of Law.'* * 

You prefer the licentious use of the Press, because you expect, 
thereby, to destroy both accusers and witnesses ; and to brow-beat 
both Counsellors and Judges* That such has been your view, is very 
apparent in your Magazine, f where you *' ieave Mr, Garrev to de- 

* Ami. Jacobin Review, OA. iS36, page i;^.-^— t Of Nov. iSo6» page 
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•acfe whether hh LorflsMp he tin * unprejudiced mtin* or not*'* 111 p^gC 
8l}0, you again indulge your insolence, in threatening to *• raise 
your voice against him in strains th^t will sourui'mott Jiarskly in kia ear.'* 
But in your August Number of the same year, yoa hfLve left no 
Stone unturned to affect Lord EUenborough with the ^[»)ftre}itoflioDS 
«f your nusguided and un^ring lash. In ooe place telittig him he 
is *^ walking upon burning plough*shares :^ ^ in another, insinuating .that 

* his *• Lotdship is not exempt from certain, influence f^^ in a third,. com* 
jparing his Lordship's situation with ** that in vfhich Colonel Pt^on 
latelif stood :^\ and then, with audacity that was never paralleled but 
hy Colonel Picton, after stating his pitiable situation*, you ** irust 
thai his Lordship has brighter days in store ; and that in tht Yicissi-*' 
fU(Jes of future events, the hisiory of his life will not hereafter furnish 
MATERIALS for carrying on the comparison /" 

y\las, poor Critic !— *as dullness clouds your criticism, and un^*' 
'provoked malice poisons your dagger, so folly guides your friendship* 

• How could you expect to serve your friend by outraging all de- 
cency and decorum ? Yoa could not expect to imptove his utua-* 

^tion, in the minds of Lord Ellcnborouglr and Mr. Garraw, by such 
means; and you little know either of them, if you expect to deter 
Mr, Garrow from doing his duty td his client, or the Noble Lord 
from the impartial exercise of his judicial functions, whether either 
you or ** Mr. Garrow decide that his Lordship is an ** unpreju-* 
diced man* or riot.*' 

Hitherto you have exulted in the succera that has attended yotkr 

defamatory plan ; but imperious necessity, arising- out of a due di-« 

corum to the Privy Council, and the Courts of Justice, before 

whom the cases were pending in which Colonel Picton and bis' 

" coadjutors were charged ;- and a due deference to the opinions of 

Counsel, who under such j^ending causes advised forbearance, has 

thus far prevented the libellous productions of the Pictonian party 

from receiving their due punishment : and however much you 

would prefer the medium of your scandalous and illegal Magazine, 

to the proper course of legal proceedings, the friends to rational 

freedom, and substantial justice, will always prefer the Courts of 

* law, in defence of character^ person, and property, when theit 

G»ttSCK are allcrwed to be tried before the lawful Judges of theeo^un^ 

* Auil.Jacwbtfi Review of Aug. i8e6y p. 44S. .. ':. 
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"try ; and, more especially, while those Judges are found to entertain 
constitutional spirit and uprightness enough, not to be deterred by 
such disgraceful levellers of all freedom, and truth, and justice, at 
those who pretend to be Anti^acobins^ but who are, in truth, the 
veriest Jacobins^ and would level all characters, and everjf disfincfioH 
oT right and wrong, at jhe feet of an Engliah Robespierre. That our 
Judges arc placed in the situation of doing substantia! justice, we 
owe to the liberality of our beloved Sovereign, whose reign will be 
immortalized by that acij which established the impartial admini-* 
stration of the law, while it secured the foundation of bis Throne . 
in the affections of his people, and magnified the lustre of his Crowtt 
in the eyes of all Europe. Placed in such an independent situation, 
my Lord Ellenborough will read your insolent insinuations with 
indifference, while >ic may recollect, with pleasure, the language 
of his predecessor. Lord MansBelJ, in the case of the prosecution 
for No. 45, of the North Briton *. 

"1 honour the King, and respect ihe ocople; but many thingt 
- acquired, by the favour gf either, are, ia my opinion, objects not . 
worth ambition. I wish popularity ; Init it is that popularity which 
follows, not that which is run after f* It is that popularity which 
sooner or later, never fails to do justice to the pursuit of noble ends» 
by noble means. I will not do that which my conscience tells m^ 
is wrong upon this occasion, to gain the huzzas of thousands, or 
the daily praise of ail the Papers which come from the press : I 
will not avoid that which I think is ri^rlit, thoucrh it should draw 
on me the whole artillery of libels ; all that falsehood and malice caii 
invent, or the credulity of a deluded populace can swallow. 1 
can say, with a great magistrate, u[X)n an occasion and under cir- 
cumstances not unlike — '* Ego hoc animo semper fui> tit invidiam 
virtutepartam,glorram, non invidiam, putarem%" 

Such sentiments were worthy of a Judge, and the more so, now, 

because it is a more worthy occasion. They wcie uttered, when 

popular clamour was opposed to the exer:Jse of the latv under ihe w^ 

Jhicnce of Minulers ; but they are to be felt, now, under the popular 

ciy for justice va favour of the due exercise of the law, against a man 

♦ Burrow's Reports, Vol. 4. anno 1770. 

+ The judge had remembered what Sa!Iu(l faid of Cafo— '* ita qUo minuS 
gloriam petcbat, eo magis Hium adfc^uebatttit" 

who 
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^ho is protected by Minbtcps, ^though he has outraged every Jav 
bumaa and divine. 

You compare the situation of my Lord {lllenborough with that 
of Governor Piston. This is known by every n^^n, who has clearer 
intellects than yourself, to be ridiculously faUe ; ^nd I am willing 
to condemn you more for the falsehood than the folly of the 
comparison; for I l!hink that yoi|, who have acquired ^o much 
information in .the course of the Piclonian Prosecution 9 C^n^Qt tie 
ignorant that ipy Lord EUenborpugh did not coqfimit himself to the 
situation of prejudging Governor Ficton» for he absented hi"^* 
self from those Councils, at which Ministers assumed hb powpfft 
(le is, therefore, not involved in that responsibility which Mi* 
nisters, unnecessarily, stept into. The coniluct of certain Mi* 
blisters may with more propriety be compared with that qf Go- 
vernor Picton', since they have prevented the accused from being 
tried before the Judges of England for the capital charges, as Go-f 
vernor Picton prevented the trjal of those innocent people in Trini- 
4ad, who would have escaped ej^equtio^i if they h^d beeti tried bct 
fpre the Chief Justice of that Islapdt 

It is true Ministers did not, nor coyild they suspend the Lord 
Chief Justice from his office, to prevent his judicial operation, S|9 
Qovernor Picton ^id the Chief Justice in Trinidad : but though th^ 
Chief Justice is not suspended from o^ce, yet Ministers have acte4 
Uk? Governor Picton in another point ; they have prevented the 
exercise of the j qdicial functions, by withholding the accused from 
the ordinary process of the Jaw« It is lamentable, indeed^ that in 
one reign two pets of Ministers should have conducted themselves s^ 
odiously alike, as if there were a plan handed down from the Duke 
of Grafton to my Lord C^stleroagh, to conclude this reign by also 
recommending disgusting acts of leniency, in order that the rising 
and t\K setting sun might be s^en alike through the same crimson 
medium.-«^B.ut to return to your cp.pparison : you state, that Gom 
vernor Picton ^* united tht military and judicial powers." So he did, 
but »fit ^' in obedience to his commanding officer ;" on the| contrary, 
it was actually his own choice ; for it 14 w^ll known that the com* 
inand was first offered to Colonel Hope, who declined it, and so 
njight Picton have done. If the Commander in Chief could order him 
to take the government, he pould not o^d^r \dm to go out of his 
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profession, to (terform the duties of the law. He could not oblige 
him to be a Judge, nor did he even request it : far otherwise was 
the case. He appointed a Chief Judge for criminal as well as civil 
cases, who Governor Picton afterwards suspended froni his judicial 
functions, calling him a ** pusillanimous reptile," because he ob- 
jected to a man's being hanged without a trial; and because ^he 
would not sanction an unjust decree, to dispossess a widow of her 
property in favour of this Governor's woman : and then taking upon 
himself the judicial powers, he carried on his cruel system ; but not 
blindly, as you have stated, without ** lights to guide" him. But, 
suppose it were m: it is most wise to stand still in darkness. To rtfase 
to hang xDithout a trial ; and to prevent the use of torture ; and to pro^ 
hibit burning men alive i would have been truly justifiable upon the 
grounds of ignorance as to the legality of such proceedings, as well at 
upon principles of humanity : and at all events, because at least h« 
knew that such cruelties were illesral, according to the constitutioa 
and laws of his own country, of which Trinidad was become a 
member. But to plead ignorance of the laws of other countries, as 
a justification of acts which he knew were contrary to the laws of his 
own country, and indeed of every Christian country, cannot be en- 
dured. If he had no ** lights to guide him,' ' he is the less j ustifiablc 
for plunging into darkness \. the wantof such knowledge is the very 
reason why he ought not to have interfered with the Chief Justice* 
He ought not, therefore, to have suspended him, nor to have taken 
upon himself the judicial power. But how inconsistent is this plea of 
having no ** lights to guide" him, since it has been argued i^ his fa- 
vour, that he was guided and justified by many Spanish law authori* 
ties, which have been proved, by his own evidence, to have been in 
the colony at the time of these cruel executions, and to be commonljf 
referred to, and acted upon, in the Courts, in the Cabildo, fee. ; 
and as he cannot plead ignorance of the Spanish language, he is 
without excuse : the books were there, and he could read them. 
At one time he pleads ignorance. of them ; at another time be 
quotes them in his justification. He has sufficiently proved, that 
there were « lights to guide" him ; but he preferred darkness to 
light— torture to the trial by Jury^and burning alive to legal exe- 
cution* 

Is this the man to whose situation yoo compare that of the Lord 
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Chief Justice of Englanid ?— is this the *^ career!** that'' you h^ve 
called ** honourable service?** — is this the conduct which you lament 
is held up to * * popular obloquy ?* ' No naan ever so much deserved im 
be held up to *^ popular obloquy^* excepting those who deserve to 
be impeached^ for so long withholding him from the Uws aiid juii- 
' jtice of his country, , 

But you say, he is ** injured in his private fortune,** If it be so, 
}t is what he merits, who so often ** injured the private fortunes" 
pf those, whose lives, liberties, and fortunes he ought to have rather 
protected. But how b^ his private fortune been injured ? — ** thereby 
hancrsatale." It has not been in the liberal establishmeht of his 

D 

household ; nor in associating with men of high rank and fortune, 
for that sort of society cannot admit him, while under the verdict 
of a Jury, although my Lord Castlereagh was hardy enough to 
introduce hini to the King. — Nor has his fortune been lessened by 
any satisfaction made to those whose feelings and fortunes he has in- 
jured. And yet, in support of what you write, his friends say, that 
from tight to ten thousand pounds have been expended in his defence ! 
— How can this sum be accounted for ?— ^Neither Counsel nor At- 
torney were allowed to be present in all the examinations before the 
Privy Council: there were uo Irra; proceedings before that Board; 
and the onjy cause that has yet come into any Court of Justice, i« 
th^t of Louis Calderon ; and it is not possible that the expences Of, 
his defence in that one cause, with all the expence of the mandamus 
sent ,to Trinidad added to it, can have amounted to a tenth part of 
the sum alledged to be expended. 

In your last Review you say, that^ the necessity of establishing 
British Laws in Trinidad was made the cover of unfounded calum- 
nies in ** The Political Account of Trinidad^** and this has served 
,you as an excuse for a personal attack, the most faUe and malicioqs 
that can be conceived, against the author of that work. But I shall 
not be diverted from my first obj^ect, the defence of his hook, as he 
' is very able to defend his own character, and of course will not 
neglect to refute your falsehood and malice : but as to his book ba- 
ing a cover for an attack on Governor Picton, every Reader will per- 
ceive, that he absolutely avoids, in his ^* Political Account," every 
discussion that these letters have contained ; and only adverts^ to what 
was necessary, to expose the corruption pf the present system of that 
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Colony, and to recommend al^etter one : therefore, instead of endear 
Touring to invalidate his testimony by personal lies^ which have no 
relation to the charges that I have published, as preferred against 
Governor Picton, you would have done better if you could have 
proved, that such charges were never exhibited ; or, having been 
exhibited, that he had been regularly tried,' and legally acquitted : 
for if it had been the case that an indictment had been preferred, 
and thrown out, as before a Grand Jury, why has he not brought 
an action, upon such an indictment, for damages against his accu« 
sers, as in a false and malicious prosecution i but, has this been done, 
or attempted ? — never ! 

It is not true, that ^' no reason appeared for'sending him to trial :" 
but true it is, that he was not sent to trial ; and this is the difficulty that 
the public desires to understand : it is for Ministers to explain this 
enigma. Nor is it true, because it was not possible, that ** all the 
charges were declared unfounded, ' scs, upon whatever ground he 
was not sent to trial on the seven capital cases that were proved, 
there are many other capital cases that were not allowed to he proved ; 
because the Lords, of Council often admitted, that the Jirst seven 
cases were proved, and often desired, that more time might not be 
cotisumed in verifying charges that wete already proved ; and there* 
fore more witnesses were not examined, although more were ready* 
There are yet charges of a capital • nature, that have not yet been 
examined into — and why are they not examined?— What mighty 
merits has this man displayed in the service of his country, that can, 
or ought, however great, to protect him from the laws and justice 
of his country ? Why should Ministers be uneasy for this man ?— 
if he be innocent he will not be punished ; and if he be guilty, why 
is he protected ? Have his defamatory representations so affected 
Ministers as to invalidate the testimony adduced ? Look to tl^e credit 
due to his representations, in the falsehoods established against him 
in my former letters. Have the evidence before the Privy Council 
been undermined by him ? This would not be extraordinary, as the 
proceedings were not according to the forms observed before a 
Grand Jury, any more than according to the rules of evidence in 
the Courts of Law. The Privy Council did more than a Grand Jury, 
and' less than a Petty Jury ; they, allowed the evidence for the pro* 
tfcudoa to be QrosKzamiaed ; but the prosecutor was never aV 
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lowed to cross-examine the evidence frfr the defendant ; and there- 
fore, whatever might be falsely advanced, stands uncontradicted. 
It is to be presumed, that all this is right, according to the forms p^f 
proceeding before the Privy Council ; but such is not the practice 
, before either a Grand or a Petty Jury ; and yet you say, that this 
man has been tried and acquitted, and that no charges were pro- 
ved. The Right Honourable Members of the Privy Council have 
never made such a declaration* Those Right Honourable Member* 
know, that sevep capital charges were proved : and I tell to all the 
world, that the same capital charges, and many more, can still ' 
be clearly proved before a Petty. Jury, by namerott^ eVide'nccs nbW 
in London, and in different parts of England, Scotland, and Irelind^ 
J»(or shall all the recuiwinatino means, nor defamatory pro- 
ductions of the accused, * added to all the threats of prosecutions^ 
and influence of Ministers, prevent the charges from being ccfw-' ' 
iinually repeated, nor deter the evidences from* performing their TiXJ^ 
TY to an insulted public, and to the justice of the national 
character* 

Let the ca:ses of Governor Wal! arid Goverrror Mackenz^ie never be 
forgotten : for the charges to the' Juries, and the remarks of the Re- 
co/der, to the prisoners in those cases, are very, apposite. In those 
cases, there were witnesseS^who swore to mutiny ; but ho witness 
has been prooluced, in Governor PicCon's case, to justify him upon 
that plea. 

In the course of the Lord Chief Baron*s address to Governor 
Wall's Jury he said — *^ You,- Gentlemen of the Jury, will ma- 
turely consider whether the prisoner was placed in that situation 
in which a good Officer is under the necessiti/ of acting with the 
greatest scverUif ; or whether the whole of the defence has been 
contrived for the purpose of excusing that transaction which has ta- 
ken place. If you think there was no mutiny^ the prisoner's de- 
fence is of no avail : if there was a mutiay, then you have to consi- 
der whether the punishment was not unjijstifiable, and whether 
the instrument used, and the manner in Which the punishment was- 
inflicted, were not of such a nature as to* inftply malice prop^nse.'*. 

Like Governor Ficton, Wall was charged before the Privy Coun-^ 
^ cil ; but the principal witnesses being not arrived ; and it being ex-* 
pccted, that the vessel was lost, on board which they were, ha ' 
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was allowed by the Privy Council, as in Governor PictonScaSe^ 
to go at large ; but on the arrival of the principal witnesses, he wag 
a]>prehendc(l, and yet he effected his escape. 

In Governor Mackenzie's case, the Court stated, that if *' he 
had a power, himself, to sentence, yet he has not observed one legal 
step that he ought fi have taken c"— -'< this was a power which he 
exercised without permitting the man to be keard.^^ — *' I should have ■ 
thought, that if a Court Martial duly constituted, had assumed such. 
a pow^r it could not be justified ; for Courts Martial, though their 
power is greater than other Courts, they never condemn a person un^ 
heardJ*^ After the verdict of guilty, the Hccordcr said, ** you have 
availed yourself of the authority with which you were invested^ . 
as an officer in his Majesty's service, by a new and e;[traordinarjr 
execution, to deprive an unfortunate man of his life,"-*-** The laws 
of this country have entrusted the power of life in the hands of no 
one man whatever. You have taken upon yourself to do .thatj 
which even your Royal Master could not lawfully have done ; for you 
have of your own self, without a' tfiii, and by a violent and hasty 
order, in a most new and unprecedented manner^ hurried an unfortu- . 
nate wretch into eternity, untried, unheard , and unprepared.^ ^ 

The cases of Governor Wall and Governor Mackenzie are -cer- 
tainly different from that of Governor Picton, as in theirs there wai 
a disposition to mutiny, and in his there was not — they were char- 
ged with only one illegal execution, and he is charged with mani/^ 
and some of them more extraordinary than even their cruelty ; fof 
instance hMtmnz licrre Francois ki.i\ 2. \ Are Ministers unwillina 
to send Governor Picton to trial, lest he should not be acquitted ? 
Why do they sympathize so tenderly with him ? Have they any 
other friend whose situation has an affinity with this. man's ? Why 
will they excite the public odium of preventing justice, in ordec 
to prevent mercy ? For, if he never be condemned, iia never can 
be pardoned. 

Jan. 23. DECIUS. 
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